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OF all the subjects which can be 
presented to the mind of man, there 
is none so interesting, or so worthy 
of his attention, as RELIGION. It is 
Religion that opens our understandings 
to a knowledge of the Author of our 
existence, reveals to us the dispensa- 
tions of his providence, and unfolds the 
awful destinies of man. Enlightened 
by her precepts and instructions, the 
soul is drawn to a love of virtue, and 
taught to expect her recompense in a 
future world. And while reason stands 
confounded and appalled at the disor- 
B 



vi Preface. 

ders of nature, aided by her we explain 
the apparent inconsistency of innocence 
oppressed and guilt triumphant, and 
learn to fear the just judgments of an 
avenging God. 

But if one circumstance more than 
another, is calculated to shew the su- 
perexcellence and importance of this 
virtue over every other object and 
consideration in this world, it is when 
the curtain of death is drawing over 
all the plans, desires, and pursuits 
of this mortal life. Then, if man 
be in truth more than a shadow of 
greatness, if immortality be any thing 
but a phantom, its real worth is seen 
undisguised, and we confess the su- 
perior rank it should hold in the human 
estimation. 

There undoubtedly exists in this 
country a strong bias in the mind to- 
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wards religion ; which is certainly cha- 
racteristic of that sense and reflection 
for which the people have ever been so 
justly distinguished. This disposition 
may be observed in their love of reli- 
gious novelty, in the strength of their 
prejudices, and in the number of their 
conventicles ; and though it may have 
given rise to fanaticism, the fault is less 
censurable than would be the opposite 
extreme. 

On this account, I indulge the hope 
that the following work on RELIGION 
will be well received, and that it may 
contribute to increase the respect of my 
countrymen for the blessing of Chris- 
tianity. If I have been too sensible to 
the influence of zeal, I trust the up- 
rightness of my intentions will prove a 
sufficient excuse, and that the error of 
a warm heart will be forgiven. As truth 
should ever be the end of every religi- 

B-2 



viii Preface. 

cms publication, my endeavour has 
been, to place the subject in the plain- 
est light, and to discuss it with the 
most undisguised frankness and candid 
simplicity. Therefore, if in any thing 
I have deviatqd from the line of just or 
fair representation, my earnest wish is, 
that some friendly hand will point it 
out for correction. I propose no other 
design by this work, than to diffuse the 
knowledge of the true God among my 
BRITISH COUNTRYMEN, and to assist 
them to worship him in spirit and in 
truth. Happy indeed shall I feel, if my 
labours contribute to that object. Yet 
not to us, O Lord, but to thy name give 
glory. 



SERMON I. 

ON THE NECESSITY OF REVELATION. 

The fool hath said in his heart there is no 
God.* Psal. xiii. 1. 

AMONG the variety of irreligious opini- 
ons, which originate in the presumption 
of man, there is none more frequent at the 
present day, nor more strongly featured 
with arrogance and pride, than the one 
which this language involves ; what need 
have I of revelation have I not reason 
for my guidet? Vain, presumptuous, and 

* The quotations of scripture are all taken from the 
Edinburgh edition of the Catholic English Bible, printed in 
the year 1805. 

f The books which may be recommended on this sub-' 
ject, as replete with learning and instruction, are The Phi- 
losophical Catechism, by the Abbe Feller Deism self-re- 
futed, by Mons. Bergier Leland's View of Deism and the 
Helvean Letters. 
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deluded mortal ! was reason wanting to 
thy species, when thy forefathers wander- 
ed in the darkness of that ignorant super- 
stion which for ages overspread the face 
of the earth ? When forgetful of the 
mighty God of heaven, nations placed 
their trust in the idols of their country ? 
When on the altars of Britain or Ca- 
naan, the blood of virgins and infants 
streamed to graven deities? When the 
the most shameful vices were honoured 
under the name of gods, and temples con- 
secrated to incest and prostitution braved 
the light of day in the polished cities of 
Latium and Greece ? W T as reason refused 
to those learned philosophers, who joined 
in a religion as absurd as it was impious, 
and as inimical to. happiness, as it was re- 
volting from every notion of virtue who 
ignorant of the nature of God and the 
destination of man, speculated in systems, 
not less contradictory than imperfect, or 
finished with the delirium of atheism ? Has 
reason been denied to those uncivilized 



tribes, which form so great a portion of 
mankind, and thro' successive ages live 
strangers to every virtue whose only reli- 
gion is an inward dread of some imaginary 
deity, and though believing in a future 
state, know not whether it is to consist in 
a transmigration of souls, or the animal 
enjoyment of a temporal paradise? Has 
reason ever been wanting to them, yet 
where will you find the example of one 
solitary tribe, arriving by the mere lights 
of that faculty at the knowledge of the 
true God, or the nature of their own des- 
tinies? 

Indeed a circumstance which deserves 
particular notice is, that the characters 
to which I allude not only possessed the 
help and advantage of reason, but that 
they, and their modern admirers, have 
even abused it to strengthen those argu- 
ments with which they venture to op* 
pose revelation : a treacherous line of 
conduct, of which we have not only the 
testimony of past ages in religion, but 



numerous examples in the daily scenes of 
life ; wherein men profiting by the lights 
of others, often pretend that they shonld 
have decided as wisely in their absence. 
We frequently fancy, for instance, that 
had we lived in the days of Csesar, we 
should have written our thoughts on pa- 
per with a quill, taught the Romans the 
art of printing, and have introduced among 
them many of the more newly discovered 
luxuries of life. Even antecedent to Co- 
lumbus, we should have been certain of 
finding new Indies in the western ocean, 
and have judged it possible to circumna- 
vigate the world. Such are the senti- 
ments, my Brethren, we often entertain, 
without adverting that had we really 
lived at those periods, there is no reason 
to suppose, that we should have differed 
in our ideas from other men; since in all 
likelihood, these discoveries for which the 
world is now so thankful, originated in 
some chance thought, \vhich perhaps might 
never have crossed our own imaginations. 



Be cautious then, my Friends, nor pretend 
to say that you have no need of reve- 
lation. We will consider, if you please, 
what mankind has been without it, that 
you may judge of your own particu- 
lar case, by that of the rest of the com- 
munity for where is the reason to regard 
you as exceptions to the whole human 
race ? 

My Brethren, if we take a minute view 
of the world, at any period before the 
Christian oera, we shall distinctly perceive 
that the grossest ignorance, depravity 
and superstition, pervaded every class 
of mankind, and that exclusive of the 
Jewish people, who with difficulty were 
kept to the worship of the true God, every 
nation had plunged into the most horrid 
and shameful idolatry. Men gave full 
indulgence to their passions; and if there 
existed a check, it only proceeded from 
the arm of the civil law. To-be sure vir- 
tue was always respected ; but how seldom 
found ! Pagan writers extol chastity, 

c 



when occasionally displayed by an Alex- 
ander or a Scipio, praise the noble princi- 
ples of Cato, and fondly dwell on the 
conjugal attachment of the wife of Hec- 
tor ; but connect them with such a mass 
of inconsistencies, such encomiums on 
libertinism, infidelity and injustice, (to 
the degree of even deifying these vices), 
that we are absolutely at a loss to say 
which they intend most to commend; 
nay, if I must close the comparison, I should 
be rather inclined to think, that by thus 
distinguishing their Gods, they designed 
them as examples for the conduct of men. 
This observation stands proved by incon- 
testable facts, since we have not one pa- 
gan writer exempt from the fault. Can 
we then be surprised, -that vice should have 
had a general influence on men's ideas, 
and that impelled by their own corrupt 
passions, they should have taken leave of 
virtue, and rushing forward in a mass, 
have sunk into a state of excessive blind- 
ness of understanding, and depravity of 
heart ? 



My Brethren, the deformity of human 
nature was such as few will at present be- 
lieve ; and so universal that the Jewish 
people formed hut a single national ex- 
ception. If we consider our own ances- 
tors, whether British or Saxon, we observe 
a people barbarous in their domestic habits 
rendered still more barbarous by their re- 
ligious rites. The human victims which 
they offered in sacrifice to their Gods, 
were immolated in a manner more horrid 
than was practised by any othernation of 
the world. In the solitude of a grove, 
the former erected a huge and gigantic 
figure of wood, in which they placed their 
victims, and then surrounding it with fire, 
joined their priest in dancing and shout- 
ing to the screams of the sufferers. The 
Saxons, on the other hand, bent their 
knees to the idols of Woden and Thor *, 
while their ideas of future happiness and 
reft aid extended not beyond the expecta- 

* After whom were named Wednesday and Thursday. 



tion of being allowed a seat in the ball of 
their Deity, and to drink out of the sculls 
of their slaughtered enemies. The move- 
ment of a star, the roaring of thunder, and 
the appearance of the entrails of beasts, 
were the equivocal signs by which their 
God was supposed to express his pleasure. 
To the melancholy picture of religion, 
which the histories of ancient Gaul, Spain 
and Germany furnish, the tar stretched em- 
pires of Egypt, Carthage, Phenicia, Syria 
and India additionally contribute a com- 
bination of the grossest absurdities and the 
most revolting rites, whilst it seems to 
have been the whole study of their govern- 
ments to preserve and augment the popu- 
lar delusion. Still as divination and sa- 
crifice were the foundations of all their 
systems, it clearly evinces how eagerly 
man sought to learn what he could not 
discover by the aid of reason, or any 
natural lights in other words, how in- 
herent it was in him to expect revelation 
by some extraordinary means, and how 



firmly established in the human heart was 
the persuasion of the necessity of sacrifice 
as an atonement for sin. 

My Brethren, such is the verified ac- 
count we possess of men and manners at 
a very early period; which, like other 
efforts of reason, must be supposed to have 
changed with their advances in civiliza- 
tion. But no ; notwithstanding their pro- 
gress in science, in policy, and every orna- 
mental accomplishment was methodical, 
they were stationary in religion, and in a 
manner naturalized to all the absurd in- 
consistences and impieties of their hea- 
thenish worship. To certify this it will 
be sufficient to instance the examples of 
the Greeks and Romans, who reached a 
point of civilization, which perhaps no 
other nation has since exceeded. Their 
skill in every branch of learning, their 
knowledge of government, and their 
acquaintance with the refined arts, have 
made them the teachers and the mas- 
ters of mankind, and from the very wreck 
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of their genius we draw the most perfect 
copies of chaste elegance and majestic 
grandeur. 

Yet these are the people who surpassed 
all others in religious extravagance. It 
was they who offered incense to a prosti- 
tute Venus and ,an incestuous Jupiter ; 
they who worshipped Mercury as the god 
of robbers. They, in fine, who blended 
devotion with the amours of Mars and the 
revels of Bacchus. Nay, to complete this 
climax of pagan abominations, Rome car- 
ried her idolatrous infatuation so far, as 
to erect, in the days of her brightest 
glory, a temple to all the gods of the 
universe : thus adding the infamous su- 
perstitions of other nations to her own. 
Well, then, may we apply to her the words 
of St. John in the Apocalypse : Come, and 
I will shew thee the condemnation of the 
great harlot, who sitteth upon many 
waters *, or, as he afterwards explains, 

* Chap. xvii. ver. i. 
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ruleth many nations ; with whom the 
kings of the earth have committed for- 
nication ; and they who inhabit the earth 
have been made drunk with the wine of her 
iniquity. 

But you will sensibly ask ; and was this 
depravity really universal ? My Brethren, 
in a moral sense it was ; for though a few 
of their wisest and most enlightened phi- 
losophers seemed to hesitate in assenting 
to the delusion, yet for want of a deter- 
minate point to which they might adhere, 
they reluctantly practised what they had 
been taught by their fathers, and followed 
the infatuated multitude. I can produce 
as an example the eloquent Cicero*, who 
thus writes to Brutus concerning the na- 
ture of the gods : " As there are many 
" things in philosophy but imperfectly 
" explained, so the inquiry into the na- 
c ture of the gods is most difficult and 
' obscure, as you well know, Brutus ; 
' and yet most interesting to the under- 

* Lib. ii. 



" standing, and necessary in settling re- 
" ligion. On which, however, there are 
" such various and contradictory opinions 
" among the most learned men, that it 
" ought to be a strong proof, that wisdom 
" is the spring and the principle of phi- 
" losophy ; and that academicians have 
" prudently withheld their assent from 
" objects so uncertain nevertheless, wor- 
<c ship is to be paid to them." 

Reasoning on the immortality of the 
soul, the same philosopher writes *: " As 
" you desire, I will explain it to the best 
<c of my power ; not, however, with the 
" certainty with which Pythian Apollo 
<c would have spoken, but as an humble 
<c individual following probable conjec- 
" tures. For I have not the means of 
" doing more than to state what ap- 
" pears to me probable." He also writes: 
" I know not how it is; but whilst I am 
" reading, I assent to the arguments 
" which are brought against the immor- 

* Tusc. lib. i. 
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" tality of the soul. Yet, when I have 
" laid my book aside, and begin to reason 
" with myself on the immortality of souls, 
" I can no longer believe that they are to 
" die." Seneca himself says, speaking on 
this subject : "That, in giving credit to 
<{ the judgments of great men, he assented 
" to them, rather as promising than prov- 
" ing *" Even Socrates, who had 
spent his whole life in philosophical re- 
searches, spoke doubtfully of a future 
state in the last conference he held with 
his friends ; which gave Tertullian occa- 
sion to remark : "That all the wisdom of 
" this philosopher proceeded from an ar- 
" tificial composure of mind, not from 
" the conviction of having discovered 
" truth." 

* Cicero speaking of Plato, says: " In his works no- 
" thing is affirmed, though there is much said on both sides." 
In his Hortens'ms, cited by St. Austin, he also says: "That 
" we were born to suffer punishment on account of some 
" offences committed in another life." But in what life? 

Revelation," answers even the impious Boyle, " can only 
" relieve us from this doubt." 
D 
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Now we may observe with Cicero : " If 
" this (immortality) is not to be con- 
" sidered certain, man must be ignorant 
" of what most interests him ; and whe- 
" ther it be denied, or only called in 
" question, there must be an end to all 
" piety, all virtue, all religion ; there 
" must follow great confusion and dis- 
" turbance in life ; there can be no faith, 
' no society, no justice amongst men." 
The great Plato himself makes this strik- 
ing avowal : c< In the midst of our uncer- 
* tainties, the only part for us, is patient- 
" ly to wait, until some one comes to 
" instruct us in the manner we ought to 
" conduct ourselves towards the gods 
*' and men. He who will teach us this, 
" will truly interest himself for us. May 
" he come, then, says he ; I am disposed 
" to do all he shall prescribe, and I hope 
" that he will make me better." There 
cannot be a doubt, my Brethren, but that 
Cicero, Plato, and Socrates, had a know- 
ledge of the true God through their ac- 
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quaintance with the Jews, as their writings 
testify*; yet they joined in the idolatrous 
worship of their respective nations, and 
laid it down as a fundamental maxim, that 
nothing should ever be changed in the 
established religion of a country ; and we 
read that Socrates, at the approach of 
death, begged his friends to sacrifice a 
cock, as the accomplishment of a vow 
which he had made to Esculapius. Plato 
makes a profession of never speaking 
openly of the true God, for fear of expos- 
ing so great a truth to derision ; and 
Cicero declares, that a man must have lost 
his senses to attempt a reform ; nay, 
" that it is proper for nations to be de- 
" luded by religion." 

What wonder, then, that the real mo- 
rality of these sages was defective ? Will 
you believe, my Friends, that it was the 
school of philosophy which taught that 

* Plato's idea, that an equilateral triangle was the most 
perfect emblem of the divinity, is an evident proof of this. 
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the exposition of obscene pictures and 
statues was pleasing to the gods ? which 
maintained the lawfulness of fornication, 
and tolerated an unnatural commerce be- 
tween father and daughter, mother and 
son ? Will you believe that it was a Plato 
who advised ;he abolition of marriage, in 
lieu of which he recommended a commu- 
nity of wives ? that it was he who ap- 
proved the murderous exposition of ill- 
formed infants, and in forbidding drunk- 
enness, excepted the feasts of Bacchus ? 
Are we to wonder, then, that these learn- 
ed men should have had no authority over 
the minds of the people*? " Do you 
" think," says Cicerof, (who undoubted- 
ly was in some degree an exception to the 
rest) " that any paid attention to the mo- 
" ral instructions of these philosophers, 
" except the few by whom they were 

* If the best criterion to judge of a tree be its fruit, what 
are we to think of those masters, from the flagitious lives and 
characters of their disciples ? 

f Tusc. lib. ii. 
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" made, written, or defended ? Where 
" amongst these philosophers is that indi- 
" vidual to be found, who is as moral and 
" principled as reason requires ? who 
" views his lessons as the only rule of his 
<c life, and not as the display of his wis- 
" dom ? who restrains himself, and ob- 
" serves his own maxims ? How many do 
" we know who indulge their lusts ?" 

Such is the testimony of perhaps the 
most moral philosopher of antiquity ; and 
in all this we are supported by the evi- 
dence of St. Paul, in the first chapter of 
his Epistle to the Romans. 

From this cursory view of ancient 
Greece and Rome, I am eager to lead 
you, my Brethren, to a survey of China 
and Japan, nations which date their ex- 
istence far back in the history of the 
world, and which for ages closed every 
avenue to the introduction of the gospel. 
Characterized as a quick and ingenious 
people, from whom \\e have received ma- 
ny useful parts and branches of commerce, 
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they are instructed in philosophy, have a 
natural love of science, and are no ways 
deficient in the habit of legislating yet 
these- nations, whose origin is fixed by 
many a thousand years before the reign 
of Christ, and which shone as a lettered 
people, when Europe was rude and unci- 
vilized, have never emerged from their 
first pagan idolatry. The scene which 
religion there unfolds to us, is truly one 
from which the mind turns with horror 
and disgust, or remains stupified with asto- 
nishment at the degraded and abject state 
of the human understanding left to its 
own resources. With the exception of 
those whom Christianity has enlightened, 
the enormous population of those empires, 
daily pay their adoration to the idols of 
their mock gods, while the Creator of the 
universe is neither known nor mentioned. 
These deities, which correspond in cha- 
racter to those of ancient Greece and 
Ptome are generally distinguished by the 
same passions, and in all probability, like 
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them, were originally borrowed from 
Egypt *, which according to history 
seems to have been the grand school of 
pagan theology. Their religion is com- 
posed of a number of heathenish rites, to 
which they add an idolatrous worship of 
their deceased ancestors. Every house 
contains some little family idols, which 
are invoked in affliction, and in whose ho- 
nour is exercised every species of gross 
superstition ; such as asking them their 
wants, and presenting them with food, 
raiment and money. Here also is again 
tolerated the murderous exposition of in- 
fants, one of the unhappy consequences 
of breaking through the law of nature, by 
allowing a plurality of wives. 

Is it then, my Brethren, possible, that 
nations which boast of being the most an- 
cient and illustrious in the world, which 
certainly vStand high in political and phy- 



* According to some writers, from the Chaldeans and 
Persians, descendants of Sem. 



20 

sical importance, should be so far blinded 
by prejudice and degraded by passion, 
that the high and the low, the rich and 
the poor, involved in the same delusion, 
should even persecute unto death those 
who preach the religion of the true God ? 
Oh ! truly there must exist some latent 
enemy of that sacred name, who can in- 
stigate mankind, prodigally to prostitute 
religion to objects so unworthy, bur re- 
fuse it to that BEING, who alone is so 
deserving of it. I know that the name 
of Confucius is often quoted as an ex- 
ception to his pagan countrymen, and as 
an example of what rea on can effect 
without the aid of revelation. It is true, 
the incoherent writings attributed to this 
ancient sage, contain much of the mora- 
lity of nature ; but it is also very ques- 
tionable whether they are his own, since 
it is likewise true, to the refutation of 
our adversaries, that whoever attends to 
the loose and obscure manner in which 
religion is mentioned by this philosopher, 



whose wisdom and virtue they would ex- 
tol above that of Jesus Christ himself, will 
find reason to doubt whether he even be- 
lieved in a God *. 

* Whatever the sages of Qhina t as well as the ancient 
philosophers have taught worthy of commendation, has 
been owing to the light of reason, in following which, they 
have indeed acquired some defective knowledge of truth and 
its principles; whereas Christians, in so much as they 
know Jesus Christ, who is the truth itself, the sovereign rea 
son and subsisting wisdom of God, have a perfect knowledge 
thereof. Nor is human wisdom any thing but folly, if it 
does not lead to him whose doctrine is to be found no 
where else but in the scriptures, which have the character of 
the Divinity stamped upon them ; a doctrine, to which every 
man who has not a mind to be led away with vain reason- 
ings ought inviolably to adhere, as to the pure foundation 
of truth. 

The Chinese sages have, I repeat, known some truths; 
but neither they, nor the ancient philosophers, so much 
cried up, ever knew them all. In the Christian law alone 
consummate righteousness is to be found ; nor can any arrive 
at true wisdom, but by embracing its rules and putting them 
in practice. 

If the Chinese philosophers have sometimes treated of 
humility, the very name of which was unknown to the pa- 
gan sages, it appears that they understood nothing more 
thereby than that outward respect which we ought to have 
for one another, consisting in a certain composure of the 
E 



My Brethren, in this review, which I 
have taken of mankind, I have not notic- 
ed the state of the world previous to the 
general deluge, when, according to Moses, 
all jlesh had corrupted its way upon the 
earth, and thus brought upon itself that 
dreadful vengeance of heaven ; I have 
not adverted to the heathenish nations of 
Africa, to the pagan inhabitants of the 
northern pole, or to the history of Ame- 
rica, before the star of Christianity rose 

countenance, peculiar postures of the body, such as falling 
on the knees, or prostrate on the ground ; certain marks of 
submission and obedience paid to parents, magistrates, and all 
persons in authority : but internal humility, which teaches to 
humble our hearts before God, to acknowledge our faults, 
not to be presumptuous, nor attribute any thing to our own 
strength, is only to be learned, as St. Austin observes, from 
the doctrine and actions of Jesus Christ, who tells us, Learn 
from me, for I am meek and humble of heart ; who being in- 
finitely great made himself little to come tc us j who having 
no sin of his own to blot out or expiate, submitted even to 
death and the cross. He only was capable of teaching and 
making us love a virtue so sublime and little known, which 
however is the basis of all other virtues. Ptre Du Haifa, 
pref. pag* vi. See also Lettrcs edifiantts d curieusce. 
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to that continent, but have confined my- 
self to those great examples which bear 
forcibly on the question before us, and 
speak distinctly to every understanding. 
I have taken no unfair advantage of man- 
kind ; I have considered them individu- 
ally and in the mass. I have viewed them 
in their savage as well as uncivilized state j 
and as no instance can be named in the 
annals of history, of any people or nation 
emerging by themselves from idolatry and 
vice, the conclusions we must draw from 
such evidence, are first, that it needed an 
extraordinary light and assistance, to re- 
duce men to the knowledge, the esteem, 
and the practice of virtue : 2dly, that 
without such aid, mankind would still be 
sunk in all the ignorance and errors of their 
forefathers. 

Indeed, we have the strongest testimony 
of facts on our side ; for virtue, true piety, 
and social happiness, have ever followed 
the progress of the gospel ; whilst false- 
hood and superstition have fled before it. 

E2 



It. is by the testimony of the prophets, and 
the preachings of Christian missionaries 
alone, that every tribe and nation has 
been successively enlightened and instruct- 
ed in religion ; and I challenge any one 
to name the most insignificant village, 
which, in the long run of six thousand 
years, has been brought to the worship of 
the true God by any other instrument. I 
know there is a class of mortals calling 
themselves philosophers, who pretend to 
be exceptions to the general rule ; men 
who stand in no need of revelation, main- 
taining that the light of reason alone 
would enable them to discern their duty to 
God and their fellow creatures. The reli- 
gion of nature, they say, is the religion of 
man. In reply, then, the question here 
is not, whether the religion of nature be 
the religion of man, but whether man 
ever adhered to, or having abandoned the 
religion of nature, could have ever been 
brought back to it without a supernatural 
heJp ? Now where is the philosopher, who 
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will answer in the affirmative ? If we are to 
reason from analogous facts, which is the 
only rule for our decision, the negative is 
decidedly in my favour. 

But the strength of the philosopher's ar- 
gument reposes on his own extraordinary 
powers. My reason, he says, suggests to 
me, that there is a supreme God, whom I 
must worship and respect that I have a 
soul which cannot die, and that divine 
justice must punish or reward it as it de- 
serves. My Brethren, is it not evident 

that the same discovery might have oc- 
curred to these same savage and pagan 
nations I have been just describing? How 
came it, then, that it did not ? Was it be- 
cause this individual is gifted with stronger 
talents than were conferred upon any of 
those millions ? Or was it not because he- 
had the help of revelation to direct and fix. 
his ideas ? Which, I repeat, is the same 
as to allow a man to light you to his door, 
and then to tell him that you had no oc- 
casion for his lamp. 
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In conclusion, therefore, if there be one 
of this description in this assembly, I will 
be bold enough to say to him, that had he 
been born among the ancient British or 
Saxons, education would, I apprehend, 
have taught him to join in their impious 
rites : had he been instructed by the 
Greeks or Romans, he would have wor- 
shipped a Jupiter or a Venus, with the dis- 
ciples of Socrates and Plato : and had he 
learnt his alphabet in pagan China, in- 
stead of Christian Europe, he would have 
restricted his religion to his family idols, 
and the gods of his country, without ever 
knowing the God of the Universe, and the 
destinies of his own soul. 

Oh reason ! oh philosophy ! fly then 
to the embrace of religion, and offer her 
the tribute of a pious and grateful homage. 
When ye were the sport of superstition, 
she sought ye in your wanderings, and led 
ye to the sanctuary of truth, peace, and 
virtue. Like a bright light, she burst 
upon your darkness, dissipating those er- 
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rors in which for ages ye had been involv- 
ed she shewed ye the beginning and end 
of man. Yet pride has made ye raise 
against her your rebellious arms ; oh return 
then once more into her service ; her yoke 
is sweet, and her burthen light, Return, 
and she will break those chains which now 
surround your trophies ; she will remove 
those thorns which are interwoven with 
your laurels; and crown ye with glory 
through never ending ages. Amen. 
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SERMON II. 



ON' THE EVIDENCE OF A NEW DISPEX* 
SATION. 

And I will establish my covenant between 
me and thee, and between thy seed after 
tkee, in their generations by a perpetual 
covenant ; and thou therefore shalt keep 
my covenant, and thy seed after thee in their 
generations. These words were address- 
ed by God to Abraham, and are read in 
the Book of Moses, Gen. xvii. 7, 9. 

JL HERE are two particular points on 
which I would fix the attention of every 
individual who enters on the study of the 
relations which subsist between God and 
man : first, that the eternal happiness of 
man was the grand design of God in the 
creation of this world : 2dly, that divine 
justice has not absolutely pardoned guilt, 
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but accepted the atonement of a just and 
adequate satisfaction. My Friends, these 
two doctrinal truths assumed as first prin- 
ciples, should be ever present to us in all 
our religious inquiries, discussions, and 
contemplations, since they will do much 
towards opening the understanding to a 
right conception of the ways and proceed- 
ings of God. While they instruct us in the 
simplicity of natural religion, they will 
enable us to comprehend the utility of 
supernatural institutions, and prepare our 
minds for the reception of a revealed dis- 
pensation, grounded on the satisfactory 
atonement of a God. They will moreover 
encourage man to repose an entire confi- 
dence in his Creator, and determine him 
to allow this divine Benefactor to select for 
himself, not only the mode of discharging 
the debt of original guilt, but to prescribe 
the means of applying the merits of that 
satisfaction to our subsequent necessities. 
My object then, this day, will be to pre 
pare a ground-work in your understandings 
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for the admission of such mysteries and 
truths, as shall be afterwards laid before 
you in regular order, as the revealed dis- 
pensations of God. 

My Friends, it must be evident to the 
weakest capacity, that a God infinitely 
powerful and infinitely wise cannot be con~ 
fined to any particular dispensation, but 
must, in his concerns with man, be at li- 
berty to trace for himself that line of con- 
duct, which in his wisdom he may see 
most to his own honour and the advantage 
of his creature. Consequently, under no 
obligation of ruling himself by nature's 
laws (which for the wisest ends he estab- 
lished at the creation), he is privileged, 
as Lord of the universe, to reverse or pass 
them by, whenever any object shall call 
for that exercise of power. He who gave 
boundaries to the sea, can overwhelm with 
a deluge the highest mountains. He who 
placed water in the clouds, can make it 
flow from the solid rock ; he who first 
breathes life into the infant, can reanimate 
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the dead. The one is an act of his provi- 
dence, strictly according to nature; that 
is, agreeable to the established course of 
things ; the other is a supernatural work, 
out of the regular order. Thus it is he, 
who naturally multiplies that corn in the 
ground, which, if he chooses, he can also 
supernaturally multiply in the hand. In 
short, there are myriads of ways, in 
which God may deal out his dispensations 
to men ; and infinite is the variety of ob- 
jects and effects which he is capable of 
presenting to the human mind. 

Admitting the desire and expectation, 
therefore, of a divine revelation, which 
seem to have been universal among man- 
kind, and which to all appearance were 
grounded on the promise of God to our first 
parent, THAT THE -SEED OF THE WOMAN 

SHOULD O2sE DAY CRUSH THE HEAD OF 

HER SEDUCER; in that state of mind, I re- 
peat, would it have been right, to point out 
to God the mode to which he was to con- 
fine himself, in thus extending redemption 
F 2 
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and new blessings to his creatures ? My 
Friends, is it not the height of folly, or 
rather is it not a mad presumption in any 
one to pretend to reason us and God into a 
knowledge of what ought to be tht nature 
of his divine revelations and dispensations 
to men ? Is it not an arrogance surpassing all 
bounds, for any one to say : Thou hadst wis- 
dom sufficient to create the universe out of 
nothing ; in this thouhast truly displayed 
thy omnipotence : but since thou wilt con- 
tinue to manifest thyself a God; since thou 
wilt instruct fallen man in the ways of vir- 
tue, and make him a favourite child of hea- 
ven, I will take upon myself to join issue 
with thee, in deciding upon what is best, 
and most suited to HIS circumstances and 
THY honour. And, if associated in the 
business of sanctifying the human race, my 
reason will of course interfere, whenever 
thy determinations are at variance with 
the laws of nature. 

Is it not, I say, the excess of insolence 
and presumption, for any one thus to ad- 
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dress the Creator ? Yet this is what he is 
guilty of, who attempts to lay down rules 
for the Almighty. This is what is daily 
exhibited by those who pretend to confine 
the more recent dispensations of God to 
the religion of nature, and constitute hu- 
man reason that supreme tribunal, to 
which are referred the defects, the impro- 
babilities, and impossibilities, with which 
they charge the divine revelations of God. 
It is what is hourly practised by those phi- 
losophers who labour to reason against 
evidence and facts ; who have drawn a 
circle for their Creator, and say, within 
this thou shalt move, but beyond it thou 
shalt not pass. Nature is the principle on 
which thou hast begun, and with nature 
shalt thou terminate. Oh ! insignificant 
mortals, vile reptiles, in comparison with an 
infinite God ! is it thus that ye stand up 
in opposition to your Creator? To you 
nature has assigned six feet of stature, 
and dare you presume to measure the 
height of the farthest star? Ye cannot 
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explain to me the sense of pain, nor how 
ye came by an immortal soul ; and are 
ye qualified to become the counsel- 
lors, the advisers, and the judges of 
God*? Methinks I see some of you startle 



* One of the mdst- valuable effects of genuine philoso- 
phy, writes the elegant Mr. Stewart, is to remind us of the 
limited powers of the human understanding, and to revive 
those natural feelings of wonder and admiration, at the 
spectacle of the universe, which are apt to languish in con- 
sequence of long familiarity. The most profound discove- 
ries which are placed within the reach of our researches lead 
to a confession of human ignorance; for while they flatter 
the pricle of man, and increase his power, by enabling him 
to trace the simple and beautiful laws by which physical 
events are regulated, they call his attention at the same time, 
to those general and ultimate fa.cts, which bound the narrow 
circle of his knowledge; and which, by evincing to him the 
operation of powers, whose nature must for ever remain un- 
known, serve to remind him of the insufficiency of his facul- 
ties to penetrate the secrets of the universe. Wherever we 
direct our inquiries; whether to the anatomy or physiology 
of animals, to the growth of vegetables, to the chymical at- 
tractions and lepulsions, or to the motions of the heavenly 
bodies; we perpetually perceive the effects of powers, which 
cannot belong to matter. To a certain length we are able 
to proceed ; but in every research, we meet with a line 
which no industry nor ingenuity can pass, it is a line too 
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at the charge; I will repeat it, then, ye 
are the men ; and if you will permit me to 
expose the proceedings which give rise to 
your errors, I will state the reason why 
the same talents, and the same learning 
which form the Christian, should like- 
wise reform the infidel, that common sense 
may judge between us. 

My Friends, in the pursuit of knowledge, 
at the very outset, we take two different 
courses. The philosopher plunges immedi- 
ately into the study of matter ; and enam- 
oured with nature and his own little disco- 
veries, lays it down as a principle, that God 

which is marked with sufficient distinctness ; and which no 
man now thinks of passing, who has just views of the na- 
ture and object of philosophy. It forms the separation be- 
tween that field which falls under the survey of the physical 
inquirer, and that unknown region, of which, though it was 
necessary that we should be assured of the existence, in order 
to lay a foundation for the doctrines of natural theology, 
it hath not pleased the Author of the universe to reveal to us 
the wonders in this infant state of our being. It was, in 
fact, chiefly by tracing out this line that Lord Bacon did so 
much service to science. Elements ff Philosophy, page 88. 
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in all his operations must submit to her di- 
rection. The Christian, on the other hand, 
first seeks, finds and studies its Author, and 
then descending from that sublime con- 
templation to the works of nature, disco- 
vers the traces of infinite wisdom and 
power throughout, and justly observes 
that nature is directed by God, and not 
God directed by nature. The former 
clinging to matter by something like 
brutish instinct, either entirely rejects as 
delusive, or gives a natural interpretation 
to the most unequivocal, and best esta- 
blished proofs of every supernatural inter- 
position, or dispensation of providence. 
Whereas the latter, connecting in one view 
the promises, motives and designs of 
God, combined with human circumstances, 
gratefully accepts his dispensations when 
published with the supernatural evidence 
on which they rest ; under the idea that 
the laws and the course of nature may be 
by him suspended, without forming a 
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rational ground of argument against the 
truth of his word *. 

My Friends, from this consideration of 
the possibility of a divine, supernatural 
dispensation to man, I shall no\v proceed 
to show you that it has actually taken 
place, both in the instance of that di- 
vine covenant which God entered into 
with Abraham, as also in the subse- 
quent promulgation of the Jewish law. 
For whether they simply existed in the 
the light of mysterious signs and prophe- 
tic figures, or whether the faithful observ- 
ance of them was to be productive of a 

* The great works of God are nature and religion. 
They who employ nothing but reason to direct their re- 
searches, naturally mistake the blessings of the Divinity for 
the Divinity itself hence IDOLATRY. We who use every 
means natural and preternatural to arrive at truth, see first 
the external works of an almighty hand in nature, and a- 
dore OMNIPOTENCE :-2dly, hear from others and feel in 
ourselves the operations of infinite justice and love in the fall 
of Adam, and the death of Jesus and believe RELIGION. 
It is the natural consequence of extensive knov ledge, to a- 
bate our confidence; while impudence, dogmatism, and 
vain and visionary speculation are the genuine offspring of 
ignorance. 

G 
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spiritual effect, they are justly to be 
regarded as supernatural dispensations. 
With the law of nature they have no con^ 
nexion, nor is it less evident to reason, 
that galling and restrictive as they were 
on liberty, they never would have been 
received, cherished, and respected by an 
entire people* had they not carried with 
them a sure testimony of divine origin. 

Here we aie immediately led by the 
subject before us, to decide on the cha- 
racter of the books of Moses, books which 
give a detailed history of those events, 
and solemnly testify, that they were 
grounded on the special revelations of 
God, miraculously preached and confirmed 
in the face of multitudes *. My Brethren, 

* As a counterpoise to tbe miracles of Moses and the 
prophets, infidels are fond of urging the miracles of the 
Egyptian magicians, and call upon us to say, why God in 
his justice permitted them thus to mislead Pharaoh and his 
people. To this we answer, that if they were misled, 
it was because they chose to be so However wonderful 
were the signs exhibited by the magicians, the miracles of 
Moses were always still more astonishing, and proved the 
superior power of that Being in whose name he acted. 
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the great importance of the Mosaic history 
to revealed religion in general and parti- 
cular, has been too well known to infidels 
and believers, to allow either of them to 
be silent upon it. The Christian views it 
as the first rampart of his faith, within 
which he entrenches himself; and the un- 
believer sees that he must subvert the old 
before he can venture to attack the evi- 
dence of the New Testament. It is on 
this ground then that I am ready to meet 
the sceptical unbeliever this day, and who- 
ever falls, let him fall to rise no more. 

My Friends, after attentively examin- 
ing all the arguments of these doughty 
adversaries of revelation, I find that they 
have nothing to advance against the sim- 
ple and dignified testimony of this history 

Thus when in imitation of Aaron's rod, the rods of the ma- 
gicians were changed into serpents, Aaron's rod devoured 
their reds : besides, like all other magicians, they used se- 
cret arts, whereas Moses employed none. In the same man- 
ner modern Christians may be deluded by the tricks and 
sophisms of philosophers, but it is always in opposition to 
stronger evidence and thus the justice of God always tri- 
umphs* 

G2 
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upheld by facts, but flimsy raillery, so- 
phistical reasoning, and objections drawn 
from improbabilities. One styles it the 
work of a romance writer -another of an 
enthusiast, and a third of a madman. But, 
my Friends, it is well known, that insult, 
ridicule and \ abuse, will never amount to 
argument, or proof, in the judgment of 
a rational being. Hume undertakes the 
overthrow of revelation, by more sublime 
reasoning, and in order to strike at the 
great miracle of Christ's resurrection, af- 
firms that as we have not what he is pleased 
to term the experience of miracles in our- 
selves, we have no means of ascertaining 
the very possibility of miracles at all ; since 
we can never be certain of the existence 
of any thing of which we have not personal 
experience *. To establish this reasoning, 

* Hume's objection to miracles is refuted by himself: 
for upon w hat does the evidence of past facts rest, but upon 
the present evidence of tho^e who witnessed ihe f.cts in ques- 
tion, and communicated this present testimony of their 
senses to their cotemporaries they toothers others to us 
who giive credit to what they say from our own daily, per- 
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my Friends, is the object of the philosophi- 
cal essays of this writer; and labouring, 
like a second Hercules, with it he hopes to 
lay prostrate all the evidence of Jews and 
Christians. But what does this mighty 
argument tend to prove ? far too much, 
his very friends will allow. It goes to 
prove that you are uncertain of the exist- 
ence of any person, city, or country which 
you have not seen ; that every death or 
event is doubtful which you have not wit- 
nessed ; that history is fabulous and ro- 
mantic, and that juridical evidence is false 
and unjust in its very principle. It goes 
to prove that you cannot even ascertain 
the existence of the man, who had the fol- 

sonal, present experience, that the consonant testimony of 
a collection of nations or individuals is always more certain, 
than the testimony of any of our own private senses. Can 
a blind man rationally doubt of the existence of colours, 
merely because he has no experience of their nature ?, All 
the arguments of Hume tend only to prove what we Chris- 
tians admit as a first principle I mean, that man could never 
have attained to a perfect notion of God, and religion, by 
the help of reason alone. 



42 

]j to conceive such an argument, that 
every effect in nature is doubtful where 
your own experience does not interpose ; 
in short, that human testimony is an emp- 
ty nothing. 

Such is the baseless reasoning to which 
the great and admired Mr. Hume has hud 
recourse to verify his pompous promise, 
" of reconciling profound inquiry with 
" clearness, and truth with novelty to 
" undermine the foundations of an ab- 
" struse philosophy, which, he says, seems 
" to have served hitherto only as a shelter 
" to superstition, and a cover to absurdity 
" and error;" this was the silvered bait he 
displayed, whilst his n al object was to 
strike at the root of revealed religion, 
and to substitute his own false, miserable, 
and sophistical arguments in its place. 
OhJ if this be called Philosophy, give me 
the sense \)f the upright peasant, whose 
manly thoughts reflect honour on himself 
and his Creator, and prove preferable to 
volumes of such fallacious reasoning. 
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You are satisfied I doubt not, my Friends, 
in contradiction to Hume, that history 
and human testimony are sufficient to esta- 
blish the certainty of events, and that 
daily experience proves the truth of this 
assertion. I do not mean that credit is 
due to every report and idle rumour, for 
there are, and may be often, necessary con- 
ditions wanting in the evidence ; but 
that when the testimony is complete, a 
fact may be rendered equally certain, as if 
we had experience of it ourselves, and even 
deserving of a stronger faith than if we 
had been the single witness. 

Now the Mosaic history, independant of 
the only rational account it contains of 
the nations of the universe, and the early 
ages of the world, presents us with a series 
of connected events and proceedings bear- 
ing reference to an extraordinary dispen- 
sation on the part of God, attested by 
miraculous effects ; signs I add which 
clearly evinced the manifest concurrence 
and special ordination of the Almighty, 
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and which could not possibly he ascribed 
to any other power. The divine object 
throughout, was to preserve the know- 
ledge and worship of the true God among 
the chosen descendants of Abraham ; to 
draw a line of separation between them 
and that portion of mankind, who, as I 
demonstrated in my last discourse, had 
universally plunged into vice and idolatry. 
In short, to prepare men for the impart- 
ing of that second dispensation, which 
was intended to be of more general extent, 
and in which religion was to be published 
to the world in its most perfect form *. 
This being the grand object proposed, the 
means employed were such as could not 
fail to produce the desired effect ; and 
Bollingbroke himself, speaking of them, 

* The religion of Adam, of Noah, of the Jews and of 
the Christians, is but the same divine virtue supernaturally 
developed in its different stages. When it is affirmed, there- 
fore, of the patriarchs, that they lived under the law of nature, 
it is to be understood of a divine law, to which were not yet 
attached the obligation of those positive precepts superadded 
to it by Moses and Jesus Christ. 



says*: " I know most intuitively, that no 
" creature of the same nature as myself, 
" and I presume the Israelites were human 
" creatures, could resist the evidence of 
" such revelations, such miracles, and 
" such traditions as are recorded in the 
" Bible : that they must have terrified 
" the most audacious, and convinced the 
" most incredulous." 

It seems to me, therefore, that all the 
objections of these philosophers will be 
immediately silenced, if we can but estab- 
lish the credit and correctness of the his- 
torian. To this effect, I must call your at- 
tention to two circumstances attending 
the account of these miracles, which are, 
first, that Moses never pretended to work 
them in any other name than that of God ; 
thus referring to him all the honour : 
and secondly, that as he states them to 
have been wrought publicly, in the face of 
the Israelites and Egyptians, he gave the 

* Vol.iv. page 223. 
H 
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world a fair opportunity of collecting 
evidence against them, had it been possi- 
ble. But independant of the circum- 
stance, that no historian of antiquity ever 
appeared to contradict the statements of 
Moses, most of which stand corroborated 
by that class of writers, as well as general 
tradition, the narration in question carries 
with it such internal evidence of truth and 
divine character, that whether we consi- 
der the sublimity of the thought, the no- 
bleness of expression, or the general uni- 
formity of the whole, we cannot refuse it 
the homage of respect to which the sacred 
word of God is so justly entitled. And 
the Lord said to Moses : Write for a me- 
morial in a book*. And after Moses had 
wrote the words of this law in a volume, and 
jinished if, he commanded the Levites who 
carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
saying : Take this book, and put it in the side 
of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 

* Exod. xvii. 14, 
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God: that it may be there for a testi- 
mony*. 

But if the letter only offer a silent evi- 
dence, facts will speak more loudly. Let 
the testimony, then, of known events be 
attended to ; let the existence of the Jew- 
ish repu blic speak ; let the steady attach- 
ment of that people to their law in their 
several captivities, explain itself; let the 
voice of a generation as numerous as the 
sands of the sea and the stars of the firma- 
ment be heard j let the dispersion of that 
extraordinary nation at this day be al- 
lowed as evidence in the cause before 
us ; and let their consentient declara- 
tions bear down the opposition of a few 
sceptic philosophers. My Friends, as the 
religion and history of that people were so 
completely interwoven with their civil 
constitution and government, that it was 
impossible to study the one without be- 
coming acquainted with the other, so both/ 

* Peut. xxxi. 14, 
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well conspired to promote the designs of 
God. For the festivals which were kept 
in commemoration of their miraculous in- 
troduction into the land of Canaan, as also 
those which referred to the promulgation 
of their law, formed a part of their state 
as well as religious polity, and clearly de- 
monstrate that the one was coeval with the 
other. 

If we advert to their feast of the taber- 
nacles*, does it not tell us that their fa- 
thers had once dwelt under tents? If we 
enquire the meaning of the Pasch, shall 
we not be answered, if is the victim of the 
passage of the Lord, 'when he passed over 
the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, 
striking the Egyptians, and saving our 
houses^? If we ask the intention of the 
law of circumcision, shall we not be told, 
that it was the sign of the covenant which 
God made with their father Abraham, by 
which he bound himself to multiply his 

* Ler. xxiii. 42. f Exod. xii. 27. 
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posterity, to put it in possession of the fer- 
tile* land of Canaan, and to bless all nations 
in his seed * ? But should this evidence be 
found insufficient to establish the divine 
character of the books of Moses, and to 
put down the scepticism of irreligious phi- 
losophers, let the testimony avail of those 
sublime and holy writers, whose works fol- 
low in the order of the Old Testament, and 
whoineveiy line bear such honourable evi- 
dence to his veracity.-- Had Moses been 
the single instrument or prodigy in the 
hands of God to effect his designs, the 
proofs of his divine mission would be less 
powerful than they are : but when we dis- 
cover a succession of similar characters 
in the history of this nation ; when we 
have a David, an Elias, a Daniel, and 
also the CHRIST, who preach, inculcate, 
and enforce the law of Moses, as a divine 
dispensation to the children of Abraham, 
can we patiently listen to the weak objec- 
tions of Atheists and unbelievers ? 

* Gen, xvii. 22. 
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Besides, has any part of the Mosaic his- 
tory been proved incorrect? Has any pre- 
diction, which the course of ages was to 
verify, been forgotten in the calculations of 
Eternal Wisdom ? Have not the events all 
passed before us? Have we not seen the" 
Jews established in the Land of Promise, 
arid made glorious in the sight of all the 
kingdoms of the earth ? Have we not 
witnessed the introduction of the ark into 
the superb temple of Jerusalem, in which 
all nations placed their offerings before 
the altar of the high God ? Have we not 
seen how fidelity to their law was rewarded 
with prosperity and triumphs as foretold, 
whilst its violation was chastised with ca- 
lamities, defeat, and captivity*? Unac- 
countable indeed would it therefore be, 

* Moses's undisguised narrative of their prevarications, 
Crimes, obstinacy, rebellions, punishments, &c. is not 
the ordinary emanation of a mind or pen actuated or direct- 
ed by the natural dictates of humanity. Other philosophers, 
legislators, or poets, deal decidedly, either in panegyric or 
invective, extremes alike opposite to truth; neither of 
which the most partial critic will discover in the works of this 
writer. 
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were Providence to work miracles to verify 
a romance; and truly inflexible must be 
his obstinacy, who will regard this cor- 
respondent series of events and proofs as 
fortuitous. 

But should there remain the grand ob- 
jection, which is often imposed upon the 
uninformed, THAT THIS HISTORY is AN 

ARTFUL FABRICATION, POSTERIOR BY" 
MANY AGES TO THE TIME OF MOSES, 

then let these wise ones prove when and 
by whom it was fabricated. Here, how- 
ever, such difficulties rise against them 
on every side, that to cpnvince us how 
hard they are driven for a reply, they 
know not when or on whom to fix it : 
one ascribing it to the reign of the 
judgesanother to a period subsequent 
to the Babylonish captivity. Now the 
supposition that it was the forgery of 
the judges, is as open to objection, as the 
idea of its being the forgery of Moses. For 
undoubtedly there were then living among 
the Jews many who, exclusive of their own 
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better knowledge of their history, might 
have opposed to it the silence of their 
fathers relative to the events described ; 
and after that period, it is impossible to 
understand how any, with more authority 
than Moses ever claimed, could have per- 
suaded a whole nation to believe a fabri- 
cated tale, or embrace a law so extraordi- 
nary. But when we add to these considera- 
tions the relative independence of the se- 
veral tribes, the folly of the idea becomes 
self-evident. In answer to the last objec- 
tion, that it was subsequent to the Baby- 
lonish captivity, or the composition of 
Esdras, I will simply state, that we know 
from a variety of evidence, that the Mo- 
saic law was highly and universally re- 
spected in the reign of David, who ap- 
peared early in the Jewish history, and 
that the existence of copies in the posses- 
sion of the Samaritans, previous to the 
return of the Jews from their captivity in 
Babylon, clearly indicates, that the law 
was received by the Israelites before the 



53 

separation of the ten tribes, whose hatred 
and jealousy towards the tribe of Juda, 
would never have allowed them to admit 
it after. 

My Brethren, by thus completely estab- 
lishing the divine character of the Mosaic 
history and law, we at once overthrow 
those arguments and objections, on which 
philosophers oppose revelation, and leave 
them discomfited and confuted before the 
world. Vain will it be for them in future 
learnedly to reason on the sufficiency of 
natural religion unavailing sophisms ! 
The fact, the deed, speak conclusively 
to the understanding. Moreover, I deny 
that even appearances are in favour of 
these naturalists, since in corroboration of 
the account which Moses has given us of 
the fall of our first parent, all things indi- 
cate a revolution in our nature *. Man 

* The irregularities of the earth's surface prove the works 
of Moses to be genuine. In Siberia in America, and even 
here in England, the bones and teeth of the Elephant Hip- 
popotamus, and other animals which never existed in those 
I 
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would be a mystery without that know* 
ledge ; for it is far more easy to under- 

climates, have been found and even these were larger than 
those of any such animals now existing : add to this the tra- 
dition of every nation other histories fabulous absurdi- 
ties incoherency romance. If the trunk of a tree, with 
some part of its branches, be lodged upon the summit of 
Mount Stella, the chief of the Alps, four thousand feet higher 
than any trees or vegetables are observed to grow, is it not 
a natural conclusion, that it was left there by the deluge ? 
Again, if the world be anterior to the Mosaic account of it, 
would not some such histories attest it ? Would not medals 
monuments or records indicative of the fact, be some 
where found ? Nor indeed can we have a stronger proof of the 
antiquity and authenticity of Moses's account of the creation, 
than the absurdities and reveries of philosophers, who haveat- 
tempted to explain the origin of things upon any other princi- 
ples, What other volume but that of Moses, explains the dig. 
nity and misery of man? what that dominion which he visibly 
possesses over other portions of the creation ? what those 
occasional revolts of brutes against man, or of matter against 
spirit ? what the duties of the creature to the Creator, or the 
relative subordinations of society ? what the regular suc- 
cession of cultivation and population in the various parts of the 
globe? what the difference, progress, affinity, elements and 
principles of language ? His birth education labours- 
mission behaviour trials and death, announce an extraor- 
dinary character. In the compass of a single song auditt 
c<tli -he displays more exalted notions of infinite justice, 
wisdom, power and mercy, than are contained in the elabo- 
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stand that he should have fallen by sin 
from a state of primitive justice and feli- 
city, than that he should have been cre- 
ated the compound of excellence and im- 
perfection of which he evidently consists *. 

rate compositions of Hesiod and Homer. In his writings 
we can study revelation pure genuine and unadulterated. 
In the composition of subsequent writers revelation indeed, 
but mingled and disguised with the reveries, absurdities and 
follies of natural reason. In the nations of the world we find 
unparalleled orators unparalleled poets unparalleled states, 
men unparalleled generals but not one such divine. The 
quotations of Josephus and Eusebius from Egyptians, Phenici- 
ans, Chaldeans and Greeks, are strong collateral testimony in 
favour of Moses's account, particularly as these witnesses had 
no common interest of country, of religion, or of profession to 
induce them to disguise or falsify the truth. Nor is Lord Bol- 
Hngbroke's observation on the difference between Pagan and 
Biblical authority to be omitted : "Take away Livy's mira- 
" cles," says this famous philosopher, " and the train of civil 
" events goes on just as well without them : take away 
" Moses's, and his history becomes a heap of confusion, or 
" more properly it is a history of nothing." 

* Reason discovering by the exertion of its own powers 
so much excellence on earth, mingled with so many imper- 
fections so much dignity in man, confounded with so much 
misery so much anger in God, combined with so much 
love had recourse to two principles in order to explain it. 
But revelation informs us that the opposition of good to evil, 

12 
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Indeed, if the knowledge of original sin 
did not throw a satisfactory light on the 
conduct of Providence, we should have 
an effect without an assignable cause, 
which would not be very agreeable to 
philosophy, and man must ever remain an 
inexplicable monster. The revolution 
therefore which has taken place in the 
nature of man, has directly led to those 
new ordinations and dispensations of a 
fatherly and bountiful Providence, which 
it shall be our business to consider as we 
proceed. 



is neither more nor less than the revolt of the creature against 
the Creator. 






SERMON III. 

ON THE EVIDENCE OF THE PROPHETS. 

The sceptre shall not be taken from Juda, 
nor a ruler from his thigh, till HE come 
that is to be sent, and he shall be the ex- 
pectation of nations. Gen. xlix. 10. 

\^OVLD we but properly impress upon the 
minds of men, that human nature is in a 
state of moral, mental, and physical de- 
gradation, and that every individual of 
our race comes into this world marked 
with the crime of our first parents, and by 
the just sentence of God deprived of his 
immortal inheritance, we should be far 
advanced in fixing their expectations of 
future felicity upon a virtuous life, and a 
faithful correspondence with the dispensa- 
tions of a merciful Providence. Indeed, 
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nothing contributes more to lull men into 
the fatal delusion of an imaginary secu- 
rity, than the false opinion, that they are 
justified from their mother's womb*, and 
worthy to receive from their Creator an 
eternal recompense. We behold many, 
who with the insolence of excessive pride, 
address him in this language : " Since I 
" am what thou hast made me, I have 
" surely a right to v look to thee in com- 
" mon with my fellow creatures, for re- 
" tribution and happiness." Impious 
mortal ! dost thou charge the Almighty 
with the faults of thy own guilty parent ? 
Who returned to thee that right which he 
lost for thee ? No longer as thy nature was 
originally formed, thou hast ceased to be 
an object of complacency in his sight, and 
the arm of his justice is raised against thee. 
True, thou wouldst have inherited such a 
claim through thy first parent, had he 
never fallen ; but now thou art become 

* Job ii. 



one of a proscribed race, attainted of all 
its honours. The crime and disgrace of 
thy parent have descended to his child, 
and will go down to thy children, as it 
happens in the hereditary transmissions of 
this life. Thy inheritance thus forfeited, 
thou art without right, without claim on 
the bounty of God, whose every act of 
mercy is gratuitous, and a free effort on 
his part. 

Consider then well, my Friends, in what 
relation you once stood towards God. 
The score was all against you, even at the 
coming into life ; and had you not been 
.redeemed *, you would have been infalli- 
bly excluded from the kingdom of the 
blessed. Virtue, therefore, and a faithful 
correspondence with what new dispensa- 
tions Providence has granted, can alone 
furnish any kind of title to the revocation 
of a sentence, which the eternal justice of 
God must otherwise ratify and execute. 

* Coloss, ii. 14, 
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It was to obviate, therefore, this state of 
things, and in consequence of the early 
repentance of our first parents, that the 
Almighty was pleased in his mercy to 
offer as a remedy the religion of Christ the 
Messiah *; which from that period be- 
came the religion of all who were to be 
saved. I do not mean that its merits and 
divine character were so explicitly reveal- 
ed to mankind as they are at present. Then 
men could only anticipate its excellence; 
an anticipation, however, which, combined 
with virtue, was acceptable to the Deity, 
till the course of that time was accom- 
plished, when the plenitude of benedictions 
was to descend upon the world. /, said 
God to Adam f, will put enmity between 
the serpent and the woman and his seed and 
her seed. She shall crush his heady and he 
shall lie in wait for her heel. 

Truly, iny Friends, this presents us with 
reflections singularly grand and striking : 

* Acts iv. 13. f Gen. iii. 15. 
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enabled to trace back the religion of 
Christ for nearly six thousand years, from 
the Catholic and Apostolic we ascend to 
the Jewish Church, from that we pass to 
the patriarchal ages, through which we 
mount to our first parent, who received it 
directly from his Creator. As the object, 
then, my friends, which I have proposed 
this day to myself, is to lay before you^the 
prophetic evidence of the Old Testament 
relative to the coming of Jesus Christ, the 
Lord and the Saviour of the world, I shall 
not stop to consider the mysterious cha- 
racters of Isaac, Joseph, and Solomon *, 
who have been ai \vays regarded as figures 
-of the Messiah ; I shall not dwell on the 

* Phiio and Josephns considered the character of the pa- 
triarch Joseph, for instance, as figurative in all its points ; 
and if we compare the facts recorded by the evangelists, with 
those previously inserted in the Old Testament, we shall be 
obliged to exclaim with Tertullian ; " Ut verbis ita et rebus 
" prophetatum !" " how prefigured in every act and word !" 
and with St. Austin : " Not only their words, but their lives 
** were prophetical." It is impossible not to acknowledge 
that the whole of the religion of the old law was typical ei- 
ther of the life of Jesus Christ or of his new dispensation. 

K 
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election of Jacob, the preferment of Juda, 
or the exaltation of David, as indicative 
that the favours of God are gratuitous, 
and that the Gentiles were to find mercy 
with him, whilst Israel, through some 
great defect of correspondence with grace, 
should become a temporary outcast*; I 
shall not rest on the similitude between 
Moses establishing the Jewish Church, and 
Jesus Christ building Christianity on 
those grand and striking predictions of the 
prophetsf, which, deposited with the Jews 

* Rom. ii. 25, 26. 

f The productions of Homer, Hesiod, or any other pa- 
gan author, present their gods to our view as subordinate 
agents. When they speak, it is the author who invents 
their sentiments, or clothes them in his own expres- 
sions j when they foretel, it is always under some ob- 
scure and ambiguous phrase, of which the event can neither 
disclose the truth nor the deception ; while their quarrels, 
and what is worse, their passions, are always in the extreme, 
even of us poor mortals. Whereas, when the scriptures are 
consulted, man always appears in the presence of the Su 
preme Being in his proper character, imploring his mercy, or 
smarting under his justice. Thus when the latter records his 
dispensations to the world, it is always in quality of an historian, 
reporting something said or done ; when penetrating ioto 
futurity, he speaks without ambiguity or equivocation, call- 
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during many ages previous to his arrival, 
so boldly and distinctly mark the features 

ing Cyrus by his name long before his existence, and specify- 
ing the conquests of Alexander before he was king of Greece, 
&c. &c Nay, the prophecies of Daniel are so mani- 
fest, precise, and positive, that the enemies of religion have 
been reduced to the necessity of asserting that he wrote after 
the events. Which last resource is in opposition to history, 
to Ezekiel his cotemporary, chap. xiv. ver. 14. 20. xxviii. 3. 
and many other testimonies, j Mac. ii. 60. Joseph. Ant. 
lib. x. chap. 12. and lib. xi. chap. 8. 

Since the extent of futurity is as much present to God as the 
existing moment, to his servants he reveals as much of it as is * 
conducive to the adorable ends of his divine providence : and 
therefore one of these prophets, insulting the idols of the gen- 
tiles, confidently said \Shew the things that are to come here- 
after, and we shall know that ye are gods*. The pagan poets, phU 
losophers, and historians, indeed, seem sometimes to surpass 
themselves, but only where they borrow from the inspired wri- 
ters. The prayers which they address to their divinities are full 
of fulsome adulation, ignorance, or conceit- Their praises are 
absurd, ridiculous, or borrowed from human incidents Some* 
times they put themselves on an equality with these imaginary 
being?, and at other times degrade them beneath the cha- 
racter of their own legislators and philosophers, Cicero says 
of oracles: " Parti m falsis partim casu veris," Lib. ii. de 
Divinitat. 

The pagans, it is true, had their philosophers, but opposed 
to each other jealous of each others discoveries*-discordant 

* Isai. xli. 23, 
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of his character, and the circumstantial 
events of his life. I will not even enlarge 
on the general expectation of mankind for 
an atoning Saviour, which can alone afford 
an explanation of the universal practice of 
sacrifice among nations 1 *, but I will pro- 
ceed to shew, at the antecedent distance of 

in conduct, system, and principle. Whereas the prophets of 
the Jews, always found united in the same views, same 
principles, and same morality, bear testimony to each other, 
confirm the same truths, and support the same religion. 
Their obscurity is no longer mysterious, than while we forget, 
that as the Messiah was the soul of their prophecies, the ac- 
complishment of the law, the substance of the shadows, 
and the reality of all the figures* he is introduced upon every 
occasion : and what refers to him is often occasioned by some 
incident arising out of the character of thoe who pre- 
ceded and prefigured him among the Jews. The Septuagint 
Version, which, according to the best authorities, was formed 
about 284 years before Christ, stands a lasting monument to 
attest the authentic predictions of the prophets. 

* There is something so unnatural and extraordinary in the 
practice of offering sacrifices of slain victims, that it is impos- 
sible to conceive how it could have been adopted by all na- 
tions, for the space of four thousand years, as the universal 
religion of man, otherwise than by referring it to some ancient 
revelation touching an expected bloody sacrifice of the Mes- 
siah. The first act of Noah on going out of the ark, was to 
luild an altar unto the Lord ; and taking of all cattle and 



three thousand years, the family from 
which he was to come. In thy seed, said 
God to Abraham, all the nations of the 
earth shall be blessed*. 



fowls that were clean, he offered holocausts vpon the /frf . . 
During the period just mentioned, every civil and religious act 
was accompanied with sacrifices. Solomon dedicated the 
temple of Jerusalem, by sacrificing twenty two thousand oxen 
and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep ; and so the king 
and till the children if Israel dedicated the temple of the Lord\.. 
The Egyptian, the Phemcian, the Greek, the Roman, the 
Parthian, the Persian, the Gaul, and even the secluded Ameri- 
can, practised the same religion, differing only in the object 
to which it was paid, and the corruptions which the passions 
of men had introduced. It is also remarkable, that none of 
these nations ever considered a wild animal as proper for sa- 
crifice nor fish nor reptile. Yet it is more natural to suppo-e ' 
that ferocity should have marked them out for destruction, 
and that thechace would ha\e been sanctified with the deno- 
mination of a nobler species of sacrifice. What essential dif- 
ference could there be, in the immolating a fine ox, and 
cutting down a fine oak, it simple destruction had been the 
busis of rengiou and the one had not an external refer- 
ence to the sacrifice of the Mtssiah t It is equally wonderful, 
that a practice so universal as that bfofferthg victims ia sacri- 
fice should have wholly discontinued nearly at one and the 
same time in every nation of the world. 
* Gen. xxii. 18. 

f Gen. viii. 20. J 3 Kings viii. 63. 
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This was the first special communication 
of the divine plan of a redemption, of which 
only a general promise had been given to 
our fiist parents, but which, however, had 
been carefully transmitted by the virtuous 
of succeeding generations. My Friends, 
the great advantages of prophetic declara- 
tions, were to instruct and keep alive ex- 
pectation, to teach men to build their faith, 
not on the conclusions of human wisdom, 
but on the unerring word of God, which, 
like a flame ever burning in the midst of 
Israel, served to communicate light to sur- 
rounding nations. To us, however, who 
can bring prediction and event into one 
view who can observe the intermediate 
links, by which an all-effecting Providence 
chose to connect them, they present 
the most sublime motives for acknowledg- 
ing the sovereign power of God, and his 
direct control over the transactions of this 
world. When we behold him opening the 
dark womb of distant ages, and there cir- 
cumstantially describing events as they 
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shall come to pass, a new importance 
is added to them, the mind hangs on 
the prospect, and we regard with an 
increased veneration these sacred ordina- 
tions of Eternal Wisdom. More particu- 
larly, as the prerogative of foreseeing and 
predicting is so confined to the Supreme 
Being, that it cannot be exercised by any 
other, unless in consequence of direct 
communication with him ; so as clearly to 
manifest in the event the work of the Most 
High. 

The next prediction to which I will call 
your attention, is the memorable prophecy 
of Jacob when surrounded by his family 
in his last moments. The sceptre, said he, 
shall not be taken from Juda, nor a rider 
from his thigh, till he come that is to be 
sent ; and he shall be the expectation of na- 
tions *. My Friends, figure to yourselves 
this dying patriarch, traversing in thought 
a course of more than sixteen ages, at 

* Gen. xlix. 9. 
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the end of which, in his own posterity, he 
discovers the completion of the divine pro- 
mise to Abraham ; I mean, the rising of 
the star of salvation, whose glory was af- 
terwards to enlighten and fill the whole 
world. In a vision he reads the unwritten 
history of his children, and breaking out 
into the praises of Juda, under the beau- 
ful allegories of the lion's whelp and the 
sceptre, proclaims the future strength and 
royalty of his tribe. It was from his 
line that HE was to come, who was to be 
the expectation and the Saviour of nations. 
The very period or epoch marked for his 
approach, was to be when the princes of 
the house of Juda should cease to govern, 
and a foreign ruler should wield in her the 
sceptre of authority. 

This was to be the sign, this was to de- 
note that the Messiah, or the expected, 
was arrived; and had taken upon himself 
the redemption of men. There is no doubt, 
my Friends, a mixture of light and ob- 
scurity in all these prophecies ; but you are 
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to observe that the intention of God was 
such, in order to prove his creature, and 
to try the sincerity of his repentance; 
because, as pride had led him from the 
object of his happiness, so the wisdom of 
Providence determined, that he should re- 
turn to it by no other ways, than those of 
simplicity and faith. 

Examining the sacred scriptures more- 
over in the order of time, we observe, that 
it is at the distance of a thousand years be- 
fore the era in question, that God begins 
to unfold the character of this personage ; 
and in the inspired canticles of the royal 
psalmist, figures it out to us with such bold 
touches, that in contemplating them, we 
cannot help being struck with admiration 
and astonishment. For whilst the prophet 
is occupied in singing forth the praises of the 
Almighty, and in recounting his mercies to 
his chosen people, we often behold him sud- 
denly turning towards another scene, 
which seems to move before him, and in 
which he discovers a representation the 



most interesting and sublime. He feels as 
chief actor, or describes as a witness, -and 
without pausing to connect, rapidly hur- 
ries from one mystery to another, now 
with eagle flight he mounts to the throne 
of God, then descends into the grave, only 
givingyouthe*bold prominent and striking 
parts in his description, leaving the imagi- 
nary to supply the rest. He sees one who is 
to sit upon a throne throughout all genera- 
tions, even 'till the moon be taken from the 
firmament* ; whom all the kings oj the earth 
should adore^ 9 and in whom all the tribes of 
the earth should be blessed^. He again dis- 
covers him in the brightness of the saint s 9 
begotten before the day-star, and a priest 
for ever according to the order of Melchise- 
dech. He moreover sees him sitting at the 
right hand of God, and from the highest hea- 
vens beholding his vanquished enemies^. Now 
considers him as his son^, and then gives 
him the appellation of his Lord. He again 

" Ps. Ixxi. 5. f Ib. ver. 1 1. I Ib. ver. i;. Ib. cix. 3, 4. 
Ps. cix. i. Ib. xliv. 8. 
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discovers the same to be God, whom God 
had anointed, and who was seated on an 
eternal throne, reigning with truth, meek- 
ness, and justice : he beholds the Ethiopians 
at his feet, and the kings of Tharsis and 
Arabia offering him presents. He even 
hears the eternal Father say, thou art my 
son, this day I have begotten thee, ask of 
me and I will give thee the gentiles for thy 
inheritance, and the utmost parts of the 
earth for thy possession. The nations 
strive in vain, and kings and princes devise 
vain things agaimt the Lord and against 
his Christ*. He moreover sees him for ever 
blessed, because he was beautiful above the 
sons of men ; yet he also sees him deliver* 
ed up an innocent victim to his enemies. 
He hears him complain that he zvas besieged 
by the malignant, who have opened their 
mouths against him, like a lion ravenous and 
roaring^, lama worm, he exclaims, and 
no man, the reproach of men, and the 

* Ps. ii. i, a, 7, 8. f Ib. xxi. 14, 17. 

L 2 
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cast of the people ; all they that saw me have 
laughed me to scorn ; they have insultingly 
spoken and wagged the head. He hoped in 
the Lord ; they said, let him deliver him, let 
him save him, seeing he delighted in him*. 
As a neighbour and a brother so did I please, 
as one mourning and sorrowful so was I 
humbled. But they rejoiced against me 
and came together ; scourges were gather- 
ed together upon me, and I knew not why\. 
They have dug my hands and feet , they have 
numbered all my bones; and they have 
looked upon me and stared upon me : they 
gave me gaul for my food, and in my thirst 
they gave me vinegar to drink. They 
parted my garments among them, and upon 
my vesture they cast lots^. My tongue hath 
cleaved to my jaws, and they have brought 
me down into the dust ofdeath\\. But he 
afterwards sees him entering triumphantly 
into heaven, and all the nations of the earth 
converted to the Lord. He sees the rich, 

* Ps. xxi. 7, 8, 9. f Ib- xxxiv.Ji;, 14, 15. 

J Ib. xxi. 17, 18, 19. |j Ib. ver. 16. 
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the poor, and the powerful offering him the 
homage of eternal praise and adoration. 

The other prophets were favoured with 
not less just representations of the Messiah. 
To Isaiah is revealed the sign which the 
Lord himself should give : Behold a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son*. He sees in 
him the shoot which was to spring from 
Jesse\, the stock of David, whom the Gen- 
tiles should invoke. He was to be called 'the 
child of wonder ; and he also styles him 
God. He sees him struck like a tender plant 
with the blast, and deprived of all comeli- 
ness. Who hath believed our report, he says, J 
when we declare, that we have seen him des- 
pised and the most abject of men, a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with infirmity. 
And his look was as it were hidden and des- 
pised, whereupon we esteemed him not. Sarc- 
ly he hath borne our infirmities and carried 
our sorrows / we have thought him as it 
were a leper, and as one struck by God and 

* Isaiah vn. 14. f Ib. xi. i. J Ib. liii. , &c. 



afflicted. But he was wounded for our ini- 
quities, he was bruised for our sins, and by 
his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray, every one hath turned aside 
into his own way ; and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. He was offer- 
ed because it was*his own will, and he opened 
not his mouth ; he shall be led as a sheep to 
the slaughter, and shall be dumb as a lamb 
before the shearer, and he shall not open his 
mouth. Therefore, said the Lord, will I 
distribute to him very many, and he shall di- 
vide the spoils of the strong, because he hath 
delivered his soul unto death, and was reput- 
ed with the wicked ; and he hath borne the 
sins of many, and hath prayed for the trans- 
gressors. In fine, the prophet sees his sepul- 
chre all glorious*, and he exclaims, truly 
thou art a hidden God, the God of Israel, 
the Saviour.^ 

If we pay attention to the communica- 
tions which were made to these prophets, 

* Isaiah xi. 10. f Ib. xlv. i 5. 
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we shall observe that they almost wholly 
relate to three particular objects ; The 
humiliations and sufferings of the Messiah 
the criminal conduct and the reprobation 
of the Jews and the glorious and perpe- 
tual establishment of the church of Christ 
among the Gentiles. This is their universal 
theme, which they seldom or never aban- 
don ; and tho' each seems to contemplate 
the object presented in some new light or 
attendant circumstance, the whole is easily 
formed into one connected account. Thus, 
if Jacob foretold, that the Messiah should 
come in the line of Judo*, if to Isaias it 
was revealed that a virgin should conceive 
and bringforth a son-\, it was the prophet 
Micheas who was privileged to foretel the 
place of his birth : And thou Bethlehem 
art a little one, among the thousands of Juda 
out fifthee shall HE come forth, who is to 
be the ruler in Israel : and his going Jorth 
is from the beginning, from the days of eter- 



* Gen. xlix. i, f Isa. vii. 14. t Mich. \r. a. 
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Moreover if David foresaw the arrival of 
the princes of Arabia with presents*, it 
was Isaias \vho foretold that they should 
be accompanied by a great li^htf, which 
should be visible to all Jerusalem ; whilst 
another prophet marks his habitation in the 
land of Egypt :, Out of Egypt have I called 
my Son$. And if the psalmist knew that 
he was to be a priest of the Most High, it 
was Mai achy, who declared, that his ap- 
proach should be announced by a precur- 
sor : Lehold, said the Lord of Hosts to the 
prophet, I send my angel, (my messenger\ 
and lie shall prepare tlie way before my 
face ; and presently the Lord whom you 
seek, and the angel of the testament, whom 
you desire, shall come to his temple^. The 
prophet Aggeus, moreover predicts to 
Zorobabel, the glory which on this account 
should fill the temple of Jerusalem, 
ere yet the walls had risen from their 
foundations : And the desired of ail 

* Ps. Ixxi. 10. f Isaiah Ix i. J Osee xi. 2. 

. Malachy iii. . 
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nations shall come, and I will Jill this house 
with glory, saith the Lord of Hosts, great 
shall be the glory of this last house more 
than that of the first*. Again if Isaias 
conceived him springing as a flower from 
the root of Jesse-\, it was the prophet Za- 
charias, who prophetically proclaimed his 
triumphant entry into the city of David ; 
Rejoice, he saysj, greatly, oh daughters of 
Sion ; shout for joy , oh ! daughter of Jeru 
salem ; Behold thy king will come to thee, 
the just and saviour ; he is poor and riding 
upon an ass. If David beheld him rejected 
and an alien amongst his brethren^, it was 
the prophet Zacharias who saw him sold to 
his enemies for thirty pieces of silver, and 
the money given to the potter\\. And if the 
psalmist foresaw that he would he scourged, 
and his hands and feet dug, it was Moses 
who foretold that not a bone should be brok- 
en*^. If Isaias discovers him glorious in 
his tomb, Zacharias sees the shepherd struck 

* Aggeus ii. 8, 10. f Isaiah xi. IT J; Zach. xi. 9. 
P.s. Ixviii. n. jj Zach, xi. 13. ^ Exod. #ii. 46. 

M 
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and the sheep scattered ; he hears some ask 
him, what are these wounds in the midst of 
thy hands ? and he answers, with these I 
was wounded in the house of them that loved 
me* ; the inhabitants of Jerusalem shall 
look upon him whom they have pierced ; and 
they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth 
for an only son, and they shall grieve over 
him, as the manner is to grieve for the death 
of thefrst-born-\. 

It is in this manner, my Brethren, that 
the prophets were sent forward by God, as 
precursors to unfold to the people of Israel 
every feature of the life and character of 
their promised Messiah. We have seen them 
ages before his arrival, describing his fa- 
mily, the place of his birth, his endow- 
ments of grace, and his willingness to suf- 
fer for our iniquities : we have seen them 
enumerating his wounds, and pointing to 
his hands, his feet, and his side : in fine, we 
have heard them number him amongst the 

* Zach xiii. 6, 7. f Ib. xii. 10. 
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dead. From his original conception, to 
the glory, which shone from his tomb, 
there is no one circumstance relative to 
this desired of all nations, which they did 
not accurately and emphatically notice to 
that obdurate people, by whom he was to 
be rejected and put to death. Nor were 
the divine communications to the Jews 
confined alone to those particulars. The 
vision of the prophet Daniel was to them 
still more important, since it brought the 
accomplishment of all the other predictions 
to a precise point of time, and gave the 
world an opportunity of fully attending to 
the course of events by which they were to 
be verified. 

Whilst the prophet was praying for the 
deliverance of his brethren from their cap- 
tivity in Babylon, his mind is suddenly 
directed to sublimer mysteries, and the 
angel Gabriel thus addresses him by the 
command of God. Oh Daniel, I am now 
come forth to teach thee y and that thw 
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mightest understand. * Seventy weeks 
(that is four hundred and ninety years, for 
the Jews counted weeks of years as well as 
days) seventy weeks are shortened upon thy 
people and upon thy holy city, that trans- 
gression may be finished and sin may have 
an end, and iniquity may be abolished; and 
everlasting justice may be brought ; and vi- 
sion and prophecy may be fulfilled ; and the 
saint of saints may be anointed. Know thou, 
therefore, and take notice, that from the 
going forth of the word to build up Jerusa* 
lem again, unto Christ the Prince, there 
shall be seven weeks and sixty -two weeks ; 
and the street shall be built up again, and the 
walls in troublesome times. And after sixty - 
two weeks Christ shall be slain, and the 
people that shall deny him shall not be his ; 
and a people with their leader that shall 
come, shall destroy the city and the sanctu- 
ary ; and the end thereof shall be waste; 
and after the end of the war the appointed 

* Dan. ix. 22. 
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desolation. And he shall confirm the cove- 
riant with many in one week ; and in the 
half of the week the victim and the sacrifice 
shall fail. And there shall be in the temple 
the abomination of desolation ; and the deso- 
lation shall continue even to the consumma- 
tion and to the end. 

The next and last prophecy I will dis- 
close to you, my Friends, shall be that of 
Malachy. Thro 1 the medium of this pro- 
phet, God makes a declaration to the 
priests of the Jewish synagogue, which 
can only refer to the period mentioned by 
Daniel, when the Christ should be slain, 
and when the Gentiles should be aggregat- 
ed to the Church of God. The priesthood 
and sacrifices of the Jews were pleasing to 
God as long as they were figures of the 
Messiah, whom he was to send ; but after- 
wards would be useless, and without mean- 
ing, or rather insults in those who denied 
the reality. Therefore the prophet tells 
them *; / have no pleasure in you, saith the 

* Malachy i. is, n. 
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Lord of Hosts, and I will not receive a gift 
of your hand ; for from the rising of the 
sun, even to the going down, my name is 
great among the Gentiles, and in every 
place there is sacrifice and there is offered to 
my name a clean offering, for my name is 
great among the Gentiles, saith the Lord 
vf Hosts. 

Malachias is the last of the prophets in 
the order of time ; and with him, at the 
distance of about four hundred years before 
Christ, closes that long train of inspired 
characters, who for nearly three thousand 
years successively enlightened Israel. From 
that period reigns an unbroken silence. 
No prophet rises in Juda to address the 
chosen people of God. An important mo- 
ment is approaching all is hushed into a 
mysterious calm a calm which even for 
an interval pervades the universe. At 
length the angel mentioned by the prophet, 
the Baptist coming forth, as the precursor 
of Christ, proclaims his arrival to the Jews, 
when he immediately appears, announc- 
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ing himself the Son of God, the Messiah, 
and accomplishes in his own person all the 
predictions of the prophets. He is born 
amongst that people a king, he lives 
amongst them a prophet, and he dies 
amongst them a victim, a Saviour, and a 
God. Agonizing, he exclaims with a loud 
voice, All is consummated* and gives up the 
ghost*. Like Sampson, he again bursts the 
bonds of death, issues forth a God from his 
tomb, and commands twelve poor friend- 
less and dejected men to go and establish 
the Christian religion throughout the 
world. Go, he says, persecutions shall be 
your bread, prisons your palaces, racks 
your thrones, and martyrdoms your 
crowns. Scarcely are the commands re- 
ceived, than the whole world resounds 
with the name of Jesus Christ who was 
crucified ; their rapidity is like to the ra- 
pidity of the torrent, and their conquests 
like to the conquests of a mighty conque- 

* John xix. 30. 
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ror. Yet performing all by the sword of 
the word of God, they announce to every 
nation the accomplishment of the events 
which had been foretold ; carry with them 
these same prophecies as evidence ; and 
what is most remarkable, find in every part 
of the world unexceptionable witnesses in 
the children of Israel, who are the faithful 
guardians of these testimonies, and who 
by approving this evidence are forced to 
give judgment against themselves in favour 
of Christianity. 

For you are to observe, that the prophe- 
cies to which I allude, and which appear so 
strong in proof, form a part of the Jewish 
Bible, and have ever been held as a sacred 
deposit by that people. Should any one 
question their authority, he would imme- 
diately direct against himself their keen- 
est and united indignation. We, there- 
fore, who are a part of this ministry, con- 
tinue to announce the accomplishment of 
these prophecies, and to urge you to ac- 
cept those advantages which your redemp- 
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tion by Jesus Christ holds forth. He has 
paid the ransom of your iniquities, he has 
cancelled the sin of Adam ; but your cor- 
respondence with his graces alone can put 
you in possession of the benefit which is to 
result from hence, and give you a title to 
the eternal kingdom of God. By his death 
he has burst those gates which were shut 
against you, but religion can lead you in. 
Having as man entered into the bright 
glory of his Father * by humility, mortifi- 
cation, and holiness of life, it is only those 
who are willing to follow him in the exer- 
cise of the same virtues, who shall be pri- 
vileged to share his triumphs, which I trust 
one day will be your happy lot. 

* i John ii. 6. 
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SERMON IV. 

ON THE EVIDENCE WHICH EVENTS OF- 
FER FOR CHRISTIANITY 

Behold I bring you good tidings of great 

joy, that shall be to all the people, for a 

saviour is born to you, who is Christ the 

Lord, in the city of David. Luke ii. 10, 

11. 

JL HIS question is often and very naturally 
put why are infidel philosophers, in their 
anxiety to set aside the proofs of revela- 
tion, so earnest to persuade the world, that 
there is nothing to look for beyond the 
grave ? Verily, my Friends, such a mode 
of proceeding should greatly excite our 
astonishment, since it is irreconcilable 
with any one good quality and principle 
of our nature. In direct opposition to 
sound philosophy, it is also contradictory 
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to that philanthropy by which they pro- 
fess to be specially actuated. If Chris- 
tianity tended to any thing but real hap- 
piness in this world, if it send and object 
were any other than present peace and fe- 
licity hereafter, I think their apology 
might then be found. But since it is a 
system of religion, which embraces every 
virtue to the exclusion of every vice, since 
it essentially leads to happiness, exalts 
the human character, and surpasses in ex- 
cellence every other that can be devised, 
I am at a loss to name any honest motive 
that can possibly influence these persons. 

For even in the supposition that it is a 
delusion, and holds forth a hope of future 
glory that will never be realized, where is 
the good of volunteering to blast our ex- 
pectations, and by tearing this only com- 
fort from every poor and afflicted indivi- 
dual, leave him in his wretchedness, hope- 
less and forlorn ? Is it not to torture him 
in his finest feelings, and to deprive him of 
that only stay which can render life tole- 
N 2 
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rable? How could we exercise a more ' 
refined cruelty towards a distressed and 
friendless mother, who looked forward to 
the termination of her woes in the happy 
return of a darling son from a distant 
clime, than to tell her, your son is buried 
in the waves ? Oh it would be an unneces- 
sary, a heart breaking officiousness ! As it 
is impossible then to find a good, an ho- 
nest, and a philosophical motive for the 
zeal and eagerness which these adversaries 
of revelation display, we must seek for 
one of another description, and I believe 
we shall discover it here. 

When once a man is rashly engaged in 
a cause in which he stakes his all, his rea- 
son soon abandons him, and he becomes 
desperate. The professed infidel, or the 
deistical philosopher, is in this predica- 
ment for, as I have observed, having once 
volunteered to be the enemy of revealed 
religion, he soon perceives that he is risk- 
ing every thing on the event, and that if 
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Christianity be any thing but a delusion, 
he is for ever undone. Therefore since no 
hope of mercy can be reserved for him, 
self-interest inflamed by all the passions 
of human nature at once begins to work. 
His mind is seized with phrensy, and he 
says within himself, I should be the hap- 
piest man in the world, could I only 
prove that Christianity i's a dream. For 
then, says Bolingbroke, " the burning- 
lake will disappear;" and another of the 
same class, observes in a letter to his 
friend, " that it would save a soul from 
" the dismal apprehensions of eternal 
" damnation, and relieve a person from 
" labouring under that uneasiness of 
" mind, which often he is under W!K u 
" pleasure and Christianity come in com- 
" petition."* Here we touch the secret. 

* D'Alembert, writing to his friend Voltaire, says, " I 
" consider those very happy who are at Geneva, particularly 
" since they are not obliged to say that the ministers believe 
" the divinity of Jesus Christ and eternal punishments," 
Letter 45. 
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To be sure, if the imagination could possess 
the magical property of annihilating if 
suppositions could alter the real state of 
things, it would perhaps be proper that 
we should all betake ourselves to conjec- 
ture ; but since we have good reason to 
doubt, that fancy has any such efficacy, 
lam rather for substituting a manly en- 
quiry, and must pronounce an opposite 
proceeding the extreme of folly. 

From this concise exposition of the 
conduct of infidel philosophers, we may 
learn why they take so much pains to 
oppose the religion of Jesus. Hence 
we may discover why they are so eager 
to form proselytes, and spread their poi- 
sonous infection on every side. Hence 
explain why they never scruple about 
the means they employ. To detect them 
in falsehood, calumny, and imposition, 
serves but to furnish them with an 
occasion for insultingly laughing at 
their own audacity and the stupidity of 
other men. Nothing comes amiss to them. 
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if they can only bend it into an argument 
against religion. My Friends, to speak 
in stronger language, they are the most 
execrable characters of the human race. 
Leagued against all social happiness, by 
aiming at the destruction of virtue, they 
may be compared to pestilential sinks, 
dangerous to all who approach, and objects 
that should be universally cast from so- 
ciety. The government that tolerates 
them deserves to perish, and the country 
that affords them an asylum will deserv- 
edly become the stage, on which shall be 
reacted those scenes of desolation and 
horror, which have lately astonished Eu- 
rope, and which are but the result of pre- 
vious plans, laid and executed by the 
adepts in deistical philosophy *. Was it 

* Modern infidels, instead of shewing by their own con- 
duct that their morality is purer than that of the gospel, aU 
ways refer us for proofs and examples to heroes of former 
ages and what have they been ? Weak cowardly insi- 
dious dangerous to states enemies to kings vicious with 
their pretensions to virtue believing in a devil, though de. 
nying a God egotists suicides. See in Feller's Diet. 



not a Voltaire and a d'Alembert, who 
boasted, that in a few years they would 
completely undo all that had been effected 
by the twelve wretches who first preached 
Christianity, meaning the twelve apostles*. 

Hist, the articles Solon Nero Plato Stilpo Vespasian 
Zeno Faustus-^Cicero Cato Seneca Lucien j and for 
more modern times, Jouvenny Santerel Montagne 
Rousseau Shaftesbury Hume Voltaire Marsais Mon- 
tesquieu.- The retort of an Athenian prostitute accused 
of corrupting youth, is not amiss: " What does it signify, 
"Stilpo," said she, " whether I do it, or you ?" Among 
the ancient philosophers, there is not an exception to be 
found to this sentiment of St. Austin : "They practised what 
*' they reproved, and worshipped what they condemned." 
Epictetus is without comparison the most perfect of the pagan 
egotists and why ? because he lived thirty. four years after 
Christ. The substance of pagan morality is, to unite our 
hopes and fears within ourselves j that of Christianity, to 
refer every thing to the glory of God and the advantage of 
our neighbour i. e. momentary subordination and resigna- 
tion here, for eternal glory and independance hereafter. 

* Letter 66 to d'Alembert, ann. 1760. " Should not 
these admissions deter men from reading their works ? 
Would they expose themselves on a platform, where they 
knew a mine was laid for their destruction ? The history of 
Voltaire's death, as published by his physician, forms the 
most complete refutation possible of his antichristian writ 
ings. The same is also to be said of the antichristiaa 
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Did not the former declare that he envied 
the men who should live to reap the har- 
vest which his associates had prepared, and 
see philosophy triumphing on the ruins of 
religion ? 

But if a further testimony be necessary, 
I will produce the extraordinary produc- 
tion of the great Leibnitz, who clearly 
foresaw these events a century before they 
arrived. Speaking of the characters this 
philosophy was to form, he says : " That 
" should they be inclined to be ambitious, 
" and resolute, they would be capable of 
" setting fire to the four quarters of the 
" world ; and there have been some, he 
" says, of this temper, whom death hath 
" removed. I even observe," he continues, 
" that sentiments which are tainted with 
" these principles are working by little 

writings of the infidel Mr. Thomas Paine: see the striking ac- 
count of his death, also published by his physician in America. 
He, who through life had laboured to disseminate amongst his 
British countrymen the horrid principles of his master, Vol. 
taire, died exclaiming : Lord Jesus, have mercy on me." 

O 
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" and little on men in high life, who have 
" the direction of others, and by whom 
" affairs are governed ; and finding their 
" way into fashionable books, dispose all 
" for that general revolution with which 
" Europe is threatened." And mark, my 
Friends, the dear discernment of this dis- 
tinguished philosopher. " It may happen," 
he proceeds, " that those persons will ex- 
" perience in themselves the evils which 
" they thought were reserved for others. 
" If a remedy be applied in time to this 
" epidemic phrensy, of which the bad ef- 
" fects begin to appear, these conse- 
" quences may be prevented ; but should 
" they go on increasing, Providence will 
" punish the world with that revolution 
" which it must produce. For although 
" it may always happen, that at the end of 
" the account things may turn to the ge-> 
" neral advantage, nevertheless this ought 
" not and cannot come to pass, without 
" the chastisement of those who have con- 
" tributed to it by their crimes*.' 7 

* Essay on the Human Understanding, page 42$. 



Such is the testimony of a man who died 
in 1716. Oh ! my friends, if you were 
but sensible of the horrid tendency of the 
writings and conversations of that band of 
deists to whom I allude, you would sooner 
receive the tiger and the serpent into the 
sanctuaries of your families, than allow 
them to be contaminated by the breath of 
these demons incarnate. They will there 
deposit their poison, which working se- 
cretly, will perhaps one day lead to the 
perpetration of a crime that shall break a 
husband's or a parent's heart. Whence 
comes it that adultery, seduction, and ge- 
neral profligacy are now so common, but 
on account of the writings of such charac- 
ters as Hume, Bolingbroke and Voltaire ? 
Whence comes it that suicides are so fre- 
quent, but because authors of this des- 
cription are generally read and admired ? 
Yes, parent, it was they who first instigat- 
ed, they who pushed thy child,to commit 
the horrid act, to which thou didst concur 
by thus exposing thy offspring. But you 
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ask, may we not examine their works ? 
No, rather expel them, commit them to 
the flames. Would you examine a putrid 
carcase, or one diseased with the plague* ? 
Let the judgment suffice which Rousseau 
himself has passed on his brother philoso- 
phers, and let it come in aid of all I have 
said on this subjectf : " I have consulted 
" our philosophers, he says, I have perused 
" their books, I have examined tneir se- 
" veral opinions, I have found them all 
" proud, positive, and dogmatizing, even 
"in their pretended scepticism, knowing 
" every thing, proving nothing, and ridi- 
" culing one another ; and this is the only 
" point in which they concur and in which 
" they are right. Daring when they at- 
" tack, they defend themselves without 
"vigour. If you consider their argu- 
" ments, they have none but for destruc- 
tion ; if you count their number, each 
" one is reduced to himself; they never 

* Acts xix. ao. f Emile iii. 25, 
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" unite but to dispute ; to listen to them 
" was not the way for me to relieve myself 
" from my doubts. I conceived that the 
" insufficiency of the human understand - 
" ing was the first cause of this prodigious 
" diversity of sentiment, and that pride 
"was the second. If our philosophers 
" were able to discover truth, which of 
*' them would interest himself about it? 
" Each of them knows that his system is 
" not better established than the others, 
" but he supports it, because it is his ; 
" there is not one amongst them, who com- 
" ing to distinguish truth from falsehood, 
" would not prefer his own error to the 
" truth that is discovered by another. 
" Where is the philosopher who for his own 
" glory would not willingly deceive the 
" whole human race ? Where is he, who in 
" the secret of his heart, proposes any other 
" object than his own distinction; provided 
"he can but raise himself above the com- 
" monality, provided he can eclipse his 
" competitors, he has reached the summit 



" 
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" of his ambition. The great thing for 
" him is to think differently from other 
" people. Among believers he is an 
" atheist, among atheists a believer. 
Shun then, he says, those, who under 
" pretence of explaining nature, sow in 
" the hearts of men the most dispiriting 
" doctrines, whose scepticism is far more 
" affirmative and dogmatical than the de- 
" cided tone of their adversaries. Under 
" pretence of being themselves the only 
" people enlightened, they imperiously 
" subject us to their magisterial decisions, 
and would fain palm upon us for the true 
causes of things, the unintelligible sys- 
tems they have built in their own heads. 
" Whilst they overturn, destroy, and 
" trample under foot, all that mankind 
"reveres, snatch from the afflicted, the 
" only comfort left them in their misery, 
" from the rich and great the only curb 
" that can restrain their passions ; tear up 
" from the heart all remorse of vice, all 
" hopes of virtue, and still boast them- 
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" selves the benefactors of mankind. 
"Truth, they say, is never hurtful to man, 
" I believe that as well as they; and the 
" same in my opinion, is a proof, that 
" what they teach is not the truth."* 

My Friends, indignation has carried me 
further than I intended in my animadver- 
sions on these philosophers, whom I shall 
now leave, that as I have already viewed 
Christianity by the light of the prophets, 
we may at present consider it by the evi- 
dence of events. The first circumstance* 
I shall notice, in attestation of the divine 
character of the crucified Jesus, are the tes- 
timony which the Roman soldiers bore to 
his resurrection, and the hardened con- 
duct of the chief priests, on that occasion : 
And the priests being assembled together 
with the ancients, taking counsel, gave a 



* This description of our modern philosophers from 
Rousseau, corresponds in every article to Lucien's picture of 
the ancient, and proves to a tittle, that pretensions to mora- 
lity and wisdom have been and will continue the same thro* 
the lapse of time, Vid. Article Lucien in Feller's Diet. Hist- 
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great sum of money to the soldiers ; say* 
ing, say you, that his disciples came by night 
and stole him away when we were asleep*. 
" Truly," exclaims St. Austin, " these 
" have outwitted themselves ; what a 
" mistake have you not committed, who 
" wished to be so sly ! could you be so 
" far estranged from common honesty, 
" and familiar with deceit, as to tell them, 
" say that his disciples came by night and 
" stole him away, when we were asleep ? 
" What ! produce sleeping witnesses ? 
" Truly ye sleep who can thus outwit 
" yourselves." 

The next event to which I will call your 
attention, is the immediate preaching of 
the gospel throughout the world. Scarcely 
had Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of 
his Eternal Father, than twelve poor men, 
no otherwise distinguished than as follow- 
ers of a crucified leader, come forth in the 
midst of the great city of Jerusalem, and 

* Matt, xxviii. 12, 13. 
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Saying aside every consideration which usu- 
ally influences human nature, proclaim 
aloud to the. Jews as the Messiah, Jesus 
of Nazareth, whom they had crucified. 
The God bf our fathers hath raised up 
Jesus whom you put to death, hanging him 
upon a tree. Him hath God exalted with 
his right-hand to be Prince and Saviour, 
to give repentance to Israel, and remission 
of sins. And we are witnesses of all these 
things*. By thus acting in defiance of 
the Jewish priests and magistrates, and 
under the very eyes of Pilate the Roman, 
governor, who was hereby impeached for 
his unjust sentence, they were exposing 
themselves to the severity of the law, and 
without friends and protectors, could have 
no reason to expect mercy from those who 
had so far carried their enmity and cruelty 
to Jesus Christ himself f. Indeed, scourges, 
menaces, and imprisonment, are what they 
are immediately to suffer ; yet they per- 

* Acts v. 30. 

f See Parsons's Christian Directory. 
P 
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sist, confounding their enemies by their 
miracles, astonishing all Jerusalem by their 
conduct, and within a few days, notwith- 
standing these discouraging circumstances, 
induce many thousands to confess the Mes- 
siah they had crucified *. Even Saul,, the 
most furious of their enemies, who was 
lately breathing out threatenings and slaugh- 
ter against them^, became converted to 
their faith, and immediately preached Jesus 
in the synagogues, that he is the Son of 
God$. Now, my Brethren, all this is in- 
explicable by any principle that we are ac- 
quainted with in human nature, and clear- 
ly indicates that they were urged by the 
impulse of a supernatural motive. Men 
who abandon aad deny their Master when 
alive, and die for him after his death, must 
have been convinced of his resurrection; 
while the confession of those who acknow- 
ledged him to be the Christ and the Son of 
God, from these same circumstances, offer 

* Acts ii. f Ibid. ix. i. } Ibid. ver. ao. 
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the most unexceptionable and powerful 
testimony of truth ever given by men in 
this world. 

But what is most striking in the conduct 
of the apostles, is, that in spite of those 
national prejudices, which the Jews bore 
against every other nation of the world on 
account of their idolatries, these children 
of Israel, forgetting their jealousies, im- 
mediately prepare to accomplish the pro- 
mises which had been made to Abraham, 
that in his seed all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed* and going forth from 
Judea, announce to the whole world re- 
demption through Jesus Christ. Break- 
ing through every consideration which at- 
taches man to his country, his family, and 
his home, they make a sacrifice of all, and 
devote themselves to a function the most 
sublime, and till then the most extraordi- 
nary, that had ever been attempted. 
You are asvare of the prejudices which are 

* Gen. xxii. 18. 
P2 
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usually entertained against whatever is fo- 
reign ; with them -they had constantly 
to contend, whilst the corrupt passions of 
human nature, against which the religion 
they preached was directly pointed, pre- 
sented an obstacle far more difficult to 
overcome. % Yet be astonished and con- 
founded, ye infidels, they prevailed in 
spite of every species of opposition, they 
established Christianity throughout the 
world, and gave her a dominion which she 
has uninterruptedly retained. Idolatry has 
shrunk before her ; and though she has not 
exterminated vice, because she could not 
annihilate trie liberty of men, yet she has 
exalted virtue, and made her honourable 
even to the wicked. Truly sound then, 
was the advice which Gamaliel the Phari- 
see gave to the Jewish priests respecting 
the apostles : Ye men of Israel, said he*, 
take heed to yourselves, what you intend to 
do as touching these men. For before these 
days many have appeared having followers^ 

* Acts v. 35. 
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but after a tlmz they dispersed, and all was 
brought to nothing. . . . And now, therefore, 
I say to you, refrain from these men, and 
let them alone : for if this council or this 
work be of men, it will come to nought. 
But if it be of God, you cannot overthrow 
it. 

When, therefore, my Brethren, we con- 
sider the preaching of the gospel and its 
effects ; when we behold the several na- 
tions of the earth erecting among them 
the standard of the crucified Jesus, and 
professing the doctrine of his law ; when 
we observe that long train of priests and 
bishops, who have been successively minis- 
tering and instructing in every nation of 
the world ; when we reflect on the vio- 
lent persecutions it has withstood, we are 
forced to admit that these events proclaim 
the Christian religion to be the work of 
God, and the divine blessing promised to 
all nations in a Messiah. Here, perhaps, 
an objection might be started, drawn from 
the long standing religions of the Maho- 
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metans and Hindoos of India *. The ob- 
jection, however, is easily overthrown ; 

* The following remarks of Voltaire deserve some little 
attention. " In regard to the Indians, let us not forget that 
they hold a terrestrial paradise, and that the human race, for 
abusing the goodness of God, were driven out of this para- 
dise. The fall of degenerate man is the foundation of the 
theology of almost all the nations of antiquity . . . and what 
is still more singular, is, that the Vedam of the ancient 
Brachmans teaches that the first man was Adi mo, and the 
first woman Pocriti. Adimo signified Lord and Pocriti 
meant LIFE, as Heva among the Phenicians and the He. 
brews, also signified Life, or SERPENT. This conformity- 
merits great attention/' (Essai sur les Mceiirs, Disc. Pro!.) 
The different sects and divisions which have been formed in 
the very bosom of Christianity, rather strengthen than weaken 
the faith of a philosophic mind ; since they prove the divine 
foundation on which it must have been originally established. 
Could human endeavours prevail, it must have fallen long 
since- Schisms and divisions in the Christian Church do not 
arise from the nature of the doctrine of Christ, but from the 
depraved minds of men, who refuse to listen to his precepts 
and instructions, which breathe nothing but peace and cha- 
rity. Yet, where any diversity of opinions be held and pro. 
fessed with an humble spirit, without detriment to peace and 
brotherly love, and without any separation of the Church into 
parts, instead of being repugnant to peace and charity, they 
help more fully and perfectly to discover truth. Heresies are 
signs of truth, as counterfeits are of realities. Mahomet ad- 
mits that Moses was a prophet, and that Jesus was the Mes 
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for not only are those religions national, 
and very confined when viewed compara- 
tively with the great Christian Church, 
but are in themselves so very different, that 
it would be an insult to reason and argu- 
ment, to contrast them. The Christian 
religion has triumphed over the passions of 
human nature, and it is in this that she 
appears so great. The other owes every 
thing to the passions, and is likely to sub- 
sist as long as men are found depraved 
enough to place felicity in their indul- 
gence. Here also may be found the rea- 
son why the Jews still refuse to acknow- 
ledge Jesus Christ for the Messiah, tho' 
they have been in vain expecting another 
from that time, a period of eighteen hun- 
dred years. I do not mean to say, that 
the Jew is equally governed by his pas- 
sions, as the Mahometan ; but I will say, 

siah ; alter which acknowledgment this argument is invinci- 
ble : if Christianity be true, Mahomet is an impostor *; if 
Christianity be false, he is not less one because he makes use 
of it to prove his own mission. Vide Alcoran. 

* Gal. i. 2. 
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without fear of contradiction, that the 
gospel teaches a morality far above what 
he has heen accustomed to consider the per- 
fection of religion. Judaism may be consi- 
dered as material Christianity, and Chris- 
tianity defined, spiritualized Judaism. For 
the law teas given by Moses but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ*. 

The next circumstance I shall notice, as 
evidence of Christianity, is the conduct of 
her martyrs f. It must be allowed by all 
\rho have read the history of their triumphs, 
that the constancy they displayed was not 
the mad folly of enthusiasts. They made 
not religion contemptible, whilst they suf- 
fered on its account, nor braved the ter- 
rors of a violent death with a fanatical ob- 
stinacy, glorying in themselves, and with- 
out a motive but patiently and humbly 
depending for strength on God, they 

* John i. 17. 

f The martyrs were educated in prejudices opposite to 
and numbers of them had even persecuted the religion for 
which they finally shed their blood. 
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cheerfully went to execution, and bore 
their torments with that cool fortitude 
which has never been exhibited in any 
other cause. Virgins, forgetting the ti- 
midity of their sex, have in the presence of 
racks, swords, and fire, confessed the di- 
vinity of that Jesus who suffered for the 
world. Rejecting every worldly temp- 
tation, and displaying the most heroic vir- 
tues, they laid down their lives for the 
faith of Jesus Christ nobly triumphing 
over nature and the studied cruelty of their 
executioners. To count the number of 
these illustrious heroines, to tell the mil- 
lions in every rank and class, who in every 
country have generously sealed the testi- 
mony of Christianity in their blood, would 
be impossible. Nor can the constancy 
and readiness with which they suffered 
the assurance they manifested in their ex- 
pectation of a crown of glory, and the con- 
versions which ensued, be viewed any 
otherwise, than as so many undeniable at- 
testations of the divine character of the 
Q 
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Christian Religion. For though it be 
true, that fanatics will often assume the 
resolution of martyrs, and mistake obsti- 
nacy for constancy, thus exhibiting to the 
world a fault instead of a virtue, yet when 
we examine the ranks of our Christian he- 
roes, so many are found distinguished for 
every accomplishment of mind and heart, 
that it is impossible to refuse them the 
glory of having persisted to the end, from 
the noblest motives. 

The next point in evidence that I will 
adduce, shall be, the homage that has been 
done to Christianity by the great, the pow- 
erful, and the learned. Whatever may 
be the influence of persuasion and example, 
on the inferior classes of men, it will be 
admitted, that those who are exalted to 
an independent station, and possess an un- 
derstanding enriched with knowledge, are 
secure from the reach of such vulgar pre- 
judices, and qualified to pass an honourable 
ami a rational decision. It is to these, 
then, that I appeal, who innumerable in 
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every age and civilized nation, have borne 
such distinguished testimony, in favour of 
Christianity. Kings and warriors, philoso- 
phers and politicians, eminent in their 
several stations, have gloried more in the 
character of a follower of Christ, than in 
the honours derived from the situations 
\vhich they filled ; and long since would 
thousands have been forgotten, had not 
the fame of their Christian virtues de- 
scended to posterity. Even if we take a 
view of the Christian world in this licen- 
tious age, how many shall we not discover 
whose virtues, rank, and learning, reflect 
a lustre on the religion they profess. True 
it is, on which ever side we Cast our eyes, 
the number of those who live in open vio- 
lation of its principles is very great; nor 
would the gospel be true were it otherwise. 
Yet amid the general depravity, there ara 
some who stem the torrent of bad example, 
and through the shades of corruption and 
vice, beam a light of sanctity. Several 
equally conspicuous for the practice of the. 
Q 2 
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gospel, as for their worldly endowments, 
give glory to the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and demonstrate the truth of his words, 
Many are called, but few are chosen*. 

Hitherto I have not adverted to the su- 
pernatural evidence of signs and miracles, 
which have been constantly employed as 
divine attestations of Christianity, and to 
which an historical reference may be made 
in every age of the church. Time will 
not allow me here to insist upon any in 
particular, but they seem invariably to 
be the honours attendant on heroical 
virtue and great apostolical labours. They 
form a continuation of the miracles of 
Moses, of the prophets, and of Jesus 
Christ, and are what our divine Saviour 
himself, has declared should be the mark 
of the religion which he revealed. Be- 
sides, in further proof, that they are 
not the deeds of imposition and fraud, we 
may observe, that they are never attributed 

* Matt. xxii. i-v 
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to any, but those who have been examples 
of profound humility and great sanctity of 
manners. I could instance a Xaverius, in 
the Indies ; and in Europe I could instance 
numbers. The credulity of men, and 
their accounts of pretended miracles, of- 
ten urged in argument against the reality 
of any miracle whatever, rather tend to 
establish their existence, by showing them 
to be conformaable to the general opinion 
of mankind, and only prove, that in some 
instances men have too readily lent their 
assent to what was not sufficiently authen- 
ticated. For if any one will take the pains 
to examine the evidence on which many of 
them are credited, he will find as much 
reason for admitting them, as any other 
event in history, or anecdote of the day. 

The last circumstances to which I shall 
direct your attention, as evidence of the 
arrival of the Messiah*, in the person of 



* The sentence of the prophet Osee, The children of Is* 
rael shall sit zvitfwut a king, without a prince, without a sacri- 
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Christ, are the immediate dissolution of 
the Jewish church, and the dispersion of 
that people through all the nations of the 
earth. Scarcely had that wicked people 
uttered their imprecation, let his blood be 
upon us and upon our children*, than the 
power of Home is called to be the signal 
instrument of divine vengeance, and a 
Roman army lays waste their country 
with fire and sword. Jerusalem is besieg- 
ed and sacked, and its splendid temple 
razed to the ground ; and to fulfil the 
prophecy)*, not a stone is left upon a stone to 

fee, and without an altar^, receives, a striking confirmation 
from the hand of God, in testimony of Christianity, from the 
following circumstances : When this astonishing people 
had their kings, their prophets, and their temple, they were 
always attempting to mix with other nations, and to adopt 
their religion ; since their dispersion, they obstinately perse- 
vere in adhering to their own continually oppressed, but 
not yet annihilated, they wander like Cain, smeared with 
tire blood of innocence, bat marked with the 6nge* of the 
Omnipotent ; that whosceverj'ound him should not kill hirn\. 

* Matt, xxvii. 25. 

f This prophecy was completed by the Emperor Juliaiu 
See Butler's Life of St. Cyril, March i8th. 

+ Osee iii. 4{. Gen. iv. 15. 
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be removed** Far more complete is the last 
desolation of Sion, than it was in the 
captivity of Babylon. Then her race 
.of kings, and her priesthood were pre- 
served to her, which are now extinct. 
Then her tribes were distinguished 
which are now confounded. When trans- 
ported into one kingdom, her people 
were respected by their enemies and 
governed by their own law ; whereas 
for eighteen hundred years, are they scat- 
tered like dust through all the nations 
of the universe, without protection, with- 
out law, the scorn, the reproach, and 
the outcast of mankind. And why all 
this, ye sons of Juda ? no prophet of 
consolation rises amongst you no vic- 
tim is slain, ye seem a people whom 
heaven has abandoned. The God of 
your fathers is adored by the Gentiles, 
the priesthood of Aaron has given 
place to the priesthood of Melchisedech, 
incense smokes upon our altars to the 

* Matt, xxiv. 2. 
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Eternal, and a new victim is sacrifi- 
ced ! ! ! My Brethren, this extraordinary 
change in the circumstances of the 
Jews and Gentiles, since the death of 
Christ, forms a striking and standing 
miracle, for which no human reason can 
account, and is Jby itself testimony suf- 
ficient to convince the world that Jesus 
Christ was the eternal Son of God. 

Therefore satisfied with this chain of 
facts, which joined with the evidence 
of the prophets forms a body of testi- 
mony for Christianity, that must infallibly 
secure every upright and virtuous mind 
against all doubt and anxiety, let us as- 
cend to God, himself, their divine author, 
as to the ultimate motive of credibility : 
and thus confidently reposing in his pro- 
mises and design's, patiently expect the. 
last scene, which is to unfold the great 
views of his providence, and in which we 
shall receive that crown of glory which 
shall never fail. Amen. 
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SERMON V. 



ON THE DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Jesus Christ being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God, but debased himself, taking the form 
of a servant, being made in the likeness 
of men, and in fashion found as a man. 
He humbled himself, becoming obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. 

JN OTHING is more calculated to strike 
with astonishment an observing and phi- 

* I should wish to speak on the Trinity and divine incar- 
nation of Jesus Christ 5 but how can 1 explain what I do not 
comprehend ? They are mysteries, and as long as they re- 
main such, must be incomprehensible. Yet I can assent to 
them as incomprehensible truths as I assent to many others 
in nature, I believe, for instance, that matter was created 
but how, I know not. I believe that the corn grows from the 
seed but how, I cannot tell. In the same manner, I can be- 
lieve that three distinct divine Persons, proceeding from each 

R 
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losophic mind, than the difference of im- 
pression which the evidence of religion 

other, by an eternal progression, and in an identity of nature 
and essence consubstantial with each other, constitute that 
Supreme Being we call GOD. Moreover, that the second 
Person of this sacred Trinity, begotten by an eternal genera- 
tion, assumed in time the nature of man, without detriment 
to his divinity ; yet the moment I attempt to comprehend 
and unfold the mysteries which are here involved, 1 advance 
beyond my depth, and am lost in infinity. The compari- 
son used by a poor Indian to justify his belief in the Trinity, 
when accosted by an antichristian philosopher, is worthy the 
notice of many others who pretend to wisdom. The philo- 
sopher asked him how he could believe that the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, are each God, and yet admit but 
one God. Why, replied the Indian, what is rain ? Water, 
said the other. And what is snow ? Water- And what is 
ice ? Water. Cannot I then believe in God what you ad- 
mit in nature? 

The several passages of scripture which are urged by the 
adversaries of the Trinity, as the Father is greater than I* , 
at what day and hour no man knozoeth neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son t but the Father ^ f are only perplexing to 
those who forget to distinguish between Jesus Christ as Man, 
and Jesus Christ as God. Every argument and proof which 
establishes the divinity of Jesus Christ, establishes the Trinity. 
Nothing can be more false or unfair than the writings of 
Mr. Gibbon on this subject. Bishop Bull's Defence of the 
Faith is an excellent work, as also Barnard's Divinity of 
Jesus Christ. 

* John xiv. 1 8. f Mark xiii. 32. 
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produces in the world. Was Christianity 
the religion of enthusiasts, did a mad fana- 
ticism reign throughout, an explanation 
might easily be found in the varied con- 
formation of the human mind. But since 
the reverse is obvious since learning, 
talents, and sound judgment, form the 
qualifications of the believer as well as un- 
believer, let a philosophic reason be given 
why the educated Deist rejects the faith 
and religion of Jesus Christ, which the in- 
structed Christian from principle pro- 
fesses ; and why the one strenuously op- 
poses a testimony which the other readily 
admits, and is ready to seal with his blood. 
It is of this question that I demand a phi- 
losophical elucidation, or a satisfactory 
reason why there should exist such a con- 
tradictory result. Will it be said that our 
minds are differently constituted and en- 
dowed ? the case supposes them to be 
equally enriched by nature and art. Will 
it be said that either one or the other has 
acted without a motive, and against his 
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judgment ? both profess to be directed 
by the best of motives, that of reason and 
conviction. 

Here, therefore, is a difficulty which I 
believe I may defy philosophy to explain. 
Let religion, then, solve what philosophy 
cannot ; let her for once be heard in her 
own cause. It is in the passions and 
vices of our species that we shall dis- 
cover the reason ; it is they which, by 
first influencing the will, corrupt the 
understanding. Religion is readily em- 
braced by those who have freedom of 
election ; but when the passions domi- 
neer, the human mind is degraded to a 
state of slavery, and, instead of acting 
from a pure and noble principle, becomes 
the most abject and servile flatterer. 
They admit no other independence in the 
person, than such as does not interfere 
with that dominion which they have ac- 
quired ; a sentiment continually urged by 
the Fathers: " A corrupted heart," says 
St. Austin, " may see the truth, but can 
" never like it, or find it amiable." It is 
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to no purpose that you enlighten and in- 
struct yourselves, if your doubts are in 
your passions. Religion will be clear, 
when you shall become chaste, temperate, 
and just; and you will have faith, when 
you shall cease to have vice. Religion, 
my Friends, is not the fruit of conten- 
tions and disputes, not of learning, and an 
ostentatious display of argument, but of 
innocence, prayer, and an humble confi- 
dence in God. And the world shall be 
judged, that is, condemned, said Jesus 
Christ ; Because the light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness, rather than 
the light ; for their works were evil. For 
every one that doth evil hateth the light, 
and cometh not to the light, that his works 
may not be reproved. But he that doth truth 
cometh to the light, that his works may be 
mademanijest, because they are done in Goa*. 
It is but in justice, therefore, to truth 
and religion, that in distinguishing these 
characters, we mark those, who are thus 
morally disqualified from receiving the 

* Johu iii. 19, ao, 21. 



doctrine we preach. The point I intend to 
enforce, this day, is the divinity of that 
same Jesus Christ who suffered for the 
world. The proofs I shall adduce will be 
clear, positive, and wholly sufficient for 
those who possess a virtuous heart, and un- 
corrupted mind. But for the conviction of 
the vicious, for the satisfaction of the proud, 
I plainly declare, they will not suffice. On 
them alone we can expect to make no im- 
pression : we may confound, but we shall 
never convert them. We may detect all 
their sophisms, and leave them without an 
answer, but shall never induce them to 
confess, that the crucified Jesus is the only 
begotten Son of God. The Jews ask for 
signs, says the apostle, and the Greeks seek 
ajter wisdom, but we preach Jesus Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to the Jews^ and 
a folly to the Gentiles.* 

The philosophers of modern, like those of 
ancient date, recoil from a religion which con- 
founds their wisdom, humbles their pride, 
and restrains those passions they are so ea- 

* i Cor i. 32. 
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ger to indulge. Interested in the opposition 
they make, they decry Christianity, because 
they know Christianity has condemned 
them : they reject the scriptures, because 
in every page they read the sentence pro- 
nounced against them : they ridicule the 
cross of Christ as a folly, because it is the sign 
of their eternal reprobation. Name me the 
instructed individual, who professes to deny 
the divine character of Jesus Christ, and is 
anhumble, chaste, and virtuous man whose 
soul has never been defiled by vice, and I 
will go to the end of the earth, to behold 
that miracle, that prodigy of nature. Shall 
we say it of a Bolingbroke, a Hume, or the 
other deistical writers of our own country? 
Shall we say it of a Socinus and a Voltaire, 
and the antagonists of Christianity on the 
Continent ? Have any of them been spok- 
en of as men of virtue ? Have they not 
heen for the most part infamous for their 
lives, and the apologists for vice ? 

Indeed, my Brethren, it is often difficult 
for us to uncover the secret corruption of a 
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privaielife; it often happens that a vicious 
heart remains concealed from public no- 
tice* ; but in the last scene of their career, 
their real character is fully displayed, and 
at the approach of death, we are mostly 
able to form a true judgment of these 
deists. While the confidence of the 
fervent Ghristia"n becomes strengthened, as 
he draws near to his end, the boldness of 
the infidel abandons him his mind is agi- 
tated, black despair is seated in his coun- 
tenance, and Judas like he employs, if he 
can, his own violent hand to terminate his 
existencef. Such is the solution of the 
problem of infidelity, such is the death of 
the deist, and it is alone, to the wide diffu- 
sion of the principles of Deism, .that we 
may ascribe the swelling lists of suicides, 

* " The only thing for us," wrote Voltaire, " is to de 
clare ourselves better Christians than those who accuse us of 
not being Christians." Letter Ixxxi to d'Alembert. 

f Such were the continual terrors which haunted the 
minds of Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Thomas Paine, that for many 
years before their deaths, they would never allow themselves 
to be left alone either night or day. 
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which almost daily disgraces every walk of 
life. 

In proving to you the divinity of Jesus 
Christ, I shall not pretend to go deep into 
the mystery, or attempt to explain it in a 
manner that might satisfy the eager curio- 
sity of your reason, the task would be 
too much even for an angel, and I might 
as soon attempt to tell you what is God, I 
shall, therefore, simply lay before you, 
the proofs of his human and divine na- 
tures, and having established both, leave it 
for your faith to assent to the mysterious 
union, though your understandings be un- 
equal to comprehend it. The argument will 
be the same, that proves the presence and 
union of body and soul in man. I observe 
in him, for instance, the operations of a 
body ; he respires, eats, speaks and moves ; 
I also observe in him, the operations of a 
spiritual soul; he thinks, reasons, and re- 
members ; therefore, I conclude without 
doubt, that he has a body and a soul 
united in the same person, since they 
s 
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never act but together, though I am at a 
loss to understand how this union is ef- 
fected. And this argument will clearly 
expose the folly of those who oppose the 
union of the divine and human natures in 
the person of Jesus Christ, on the mighty 
reason that^ they cannot conceive the rnys- 
tcry. As well may they come forward and 
tell us, we are men without souls, because 
they cannot conceive how matter and spirit 
should ever be united. And thanks to our 
infidel writers, I suppose it was in this pro- 
fundity of wisdom, that one of the most 
eminent statesmen* this country ever pro- 
duced, lately on his death-bed was led to 
ask his intimate fiiend, if he really believ- 
ed man had a soul. I confess to the Father, 
lord of heaven and earth, that if these 
things are concealed from the wise and pru- 
dent thou hast revealed them to little ones-f. 
Before I proceed, I conceive myself 
justified in putting two simple questions, 

* Mr. Charles Fox. 
f Luke x. 21. 
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which are: whether you will admit the 
testimony of men, as authority sufficient 
for believing facts and whether any 
particular exception is to be made to the 
prejudice of this evidence, when facts be- 
come proofs of Christianity ? If, in the 
language of Mr. Hume, you answer me, 
th;tt the testimony of men furnishes no cer- 
titude whatever, then I think it will be 
advisable for me at once to throw off the 
character of a Christian preacher, and for 
you to commit your libraries to the flames ; 
since your answer tends to dissolve society 
itself, and to remit you to a state of sa- 
vage barbarism, more savage than that in 
which any nation of the earth is found. 
If, on the other hand, you tell me, that 
credit is alone to be refused to their testi- 
mony, when they attempt to establish a 
supernatural fact, because such is inadmis- 
sible by its very nature, I must reply, that 
though this be completely begging the 
question, yet supposing the existence of 
Ciod, I conceive men as qualified to give 
s 2 
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testimony of a supernatural fact, as of one 
that is strictly natural ; and consequently 
as there is an equal motive for assenting to 
each, to each is due an equal credit. Thus, 
my Brethren, if the indefective testimony 
of men be sufficient to certify the existence 
and the death of Lazarus, the same inde- 
fective testimony is equally able to certify, 
that this identical Lazarus was miraculously 
raised from the dead by a prophet of God, 
after he bad lain corrupted four days in 
his tomb : and, if human evidence can 
certify to me, that the man Jesus Christ 
was crucified and buried, this same evi- 
dence can also certify to me, that he after- 
wards ascended into heaven, in the pre- 
sence of many, asserting himself to be the 
Saviour of the world, and the Son of God. 
I will observe then, on the whole evidence, 
which relates to the person of Jesus Christ, 
that never was testimony more complete 
and satisfactory, never more positive, ne- 
ver more consonant, than that which is 
given by the prophets and evangelists, by 
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history, and the events which come imme- 
diately under our own observation*. The 
conclusion, therefore is, that if ever we are 
to admit human testimony at all, we must 
in preference receive it here, -and that if we 
reject the facts which it has recorded, 



* Infidels say, that the facts, proofs, and events, which 
arc employed to establish Christianity, are the mere effect of 
chance, and might have existed independently of the Christian 
scheme of redemption. In the same manner, materialist? 
say, that the universe, and that noble being MAN, might have 
been the result of a fortuitous meeting of atoms, which by 
some secret chemical process settled in the present order of 
things, much in the same way as the nightly dews are con- 
densed upon our windows in a frosty temperature of the at 
mosphere. But though it be possible, that some irregular 
substances, such as a block of marble might be formed after 
this mode, can any one conceive it possible, that the whole 
universe, with all the animal creation, could have been thus 
brought into existence ? Oh Philosophy ! where is thy wis- 
dom ? In the same manner, though the facts, proofs, and 
events, which speak for the revealed system of redemption, be 
individually susceptible of a different interpretation from that 
which is at present given them by Christians, yet, when we 
observe, how they all bear upon and help to establish the 
same object, it is equally inconceivable how an infidel can be 
found to maintain that such a combination of circumstances 
could have been any thing but divine ordination. 
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there are none on which we can consistent- 
ly rely. 

As my object, on this occasion, is prin- 
cipally to establish the divine character of 
Jesus Christ, it will be sufficient for me, 
in proving his human nature, to observe, 
that as he distinctly declared himself the 
Son of Man, as he exhibited all the ope- 
rations of a human body and soul, as he 
grew up from infancy, lived and died like 
the other children of Adam, it must be 
concluded that Jesus Christ was truly man, 
having a body and soul like one of us. It 
will be unnecessary, then, for me to dwell 
any longeron this point, since his sacred 
divinity is now the object of our attention ; 
in proving which, I shall simply employ 
the evidence of scripture, and the evidence 
of his miracles. Independently of those 
transcendant qualifications and sublime 
endowments, which the sacred scriptures 
throughout attribute to this Son of David, 
there are some passages which deserve a 
more particular notice, since they po- 
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sitively and formally attest the divinity ol 
the Messiah. 

In the first place, then, 1 wish you to ob- 
serve, that the term Jehovah is a Hebrew 
word, never used but to express the great 
God, Creator of heaven and earth. JE- 
HOVAH, says the prophet Jeremiah, is the 
true God, he is the living God, and an ever- 
last ing being *. And David exclaims : 
Thou whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art 
the, most high over all the earth. And 
though in our modern languages we are 
forced to substitute a less determinate ex- 
pression, such as Lord, yet it must always 
bear the precise sense of the original, Je- 
hovah, which both Jews and Christians ac- 
knowledge to be incommunicable to any 
being but the eternal God. And so great 
is the Jewish respect for this word, that 
they will not even suffer their lips to pro- 
nounce it, but whenever it occurs in 
reading, they use the expression Aclonai in 

* Jer. x. 10. 
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its place. Now, my Brethren, if we 'can 
show that the Messiah, who was promised 
to the Jews, is often styled by the pro- 
phets Jehovah, we shall prove that the 
Messiah was pointed out by the prophets 
as a divine person, the Lord God of hea- 
ven and earth.. In the prophecy of Jere- 
miah we read*: Behold the days come, salth 
Jehovah, that I will raise up to David a 
righteous branch ; and a king shall reign 
and shall be wise, and shall execute judg- 
ment and justice in the earth. In these 
days Jada shall be saved, and Israel shall 
dwell confidently ; and this is the name 
which they shall call him, JEHOVAH OUR 
JUST ONE. 

In the prophecy of Zachariasf we also 
read : Sing praise, and rejoice, oh daugh- 
ter of Sion : for lu I come, and will dwell in 
the midst of thee, salth JEHOVAH. And 
many nations shall be joined to JEHOVAH 
in that day, and shall be my people : and I 

* Jer. xxiii. 5. f Zach. ii- 10. 
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will dwell in the midst of tkee, and thou 
shalt know that the Lord of Hosts hath sent 
me unto thee. 

In the book of the prophet Osee*, Jeho- 
vah speaks and says: I will no more have 
mercy upon the house of Israel, but I will 
utterly forget them. And I will have mer- 
cy upon the house of Juda, and will save 
them by JEHOVAH their God. 

Again in the prophecy of Zacharias f: / 
will strengthen them in JEHOVAH, and they 
shall walk in his name, saith JEHOVAH. 

Now, my Brethren, compare these pas- 
sages with the two following, which I 
shall extract from the prophet Isaiah : 
A child is born to us, and a son is given to 
us, and the government is upon his shoul- 
der ; and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, God the Mighty, the Father 
of the world to come, the Prince of Peace. 

The same prophet writes : Thus saith 
Jehovah: Men of stature shall come over 

*Oseei. 6. f Zach. x. a. J Isa, ix. 6. Ib.xlv.i$. 
T 
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unto thee, and they shall be thine; they 
shall walk after thee, in chains they shall 
come over ; and they shall worship thee, 
they shall make supplication unto thee ; only 
in thee is God^ and there is no God beside 
thee. Verily thou art a hidden God t the 
God of Israel, the Saviour. The same is 
also signified by the Royal Psalmist, when 
adverting to the Messiah *: his everlasting 
kingdom his eternal throne his genera- 
tion before the day star his scat at the 
right-hand of God his adoration by all 
nations and angels, are expressions, which 
^can never be applied to any but a divine 
person, and that this person is also cloath- 
ed in human nature, is evident from the 
context. 

Having laid before you this evidence of 
the prophets, we will now proceed to the 
evangelists. It is well known that the 
apostle St. John sat down to write the 
gospel of Jesus Christ for the express pur- 

* Pa. Ixxi. 44. xcvi. 109. 
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pose of proving his divinity, He thus 
sublimely opens : In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. And the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt amongst us, (and we saw 
his glory, the glory as it were of the only 
begotten of the Father} full of grace and 
truth. For the law was given by Moss, 
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
My Brethren, as you observe, I make 
no comments on these texts, which speak 
for themselves to an humble and an honest 
mind. For the proud, the impious, and 
the unchaste, I fear they will not suffice. 
There are many other passages in the New 
Testament, which clearly indicate the di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ hidden under the 
form of man. In St Matthew we read 
that Jesus Christ put this question to his 
apostles *: Whom do men say that the Son 
of Man is ? But they said : some John the 

* Matt. xvi. 13, 
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Baptist, and other some Ellas, and others 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. Jesus 
saith to them : But whom do you say that I 
am? Simon Peter answered and said: 
Thou art Jesus Christ, the Son of the living 
God. And Jesus answering, said to him : 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona; because 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, 
but my Father who is in heaven. 

The same is also evident from the whole 
of the fifth chapter of St. John, wherein 
Jesus Christ labours to shew the Jews, how 
in his nature he is identified with God the 
Father*. Amen I say unto you, the Son 
cannot do any thing himself but what he sees 
the Father doing. For what things soever 
he doth, these the Son also doth in like man- 
ner. And in the tenth chapter of the same 
evangelist we observe the repetition of this 
declaration, as also the sense in which the 
Jews understood his words f I and the 
Father are one, said he. The Jews then 

* St, John v. 19, f Ib. ver. 30. 
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took up stones to stone him. Jesus answer- 
ed them : Many good works I have shewed 
you from my Father ; for which of those 
works do you stone me ? The Jews answered 
him : For a good work we stone thee not, 
bat for blasphemy, and because that thou, 
being a Man, makest thyself God. Be- 
sides, upon what other charge did the 
Jews ground the sentence of his condem* 
nation to the cross*? His expiring with 
a supernatural effort produced this testi- 
mony from the mouth of a pagan : This 
man indeed was the Son ofGod^. 

I have already adduced the testimony 
of St. Paul, w.hose Epistle to the Philip- 
piaris was written many years before St. 
John composed his Gospel, and conse- 
quently is evidence of the early faith of 
the church on this matter. I shall now- 
close this great body of scriptural proof by 
one text of this same apostle from his Epis- 
tle to the Romans J, From our fathers, 

* Matt xxvi. 63. Mark xv. 61. Lukexxii. 71. John 
:ix. 7. f Mark xv. 39. J Rom. ix. 5. 



xix, 
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he writes, comet h Jesus Christ according to 
the fash, who is God over all, blessed for 
ever. 

My Brethren, I have before noticed to 
you, that the Jews objected as blasphemy 
to Jesus Christ, his styling himself God ; 
which objection he immediately met, by 
shewing them bow to distinguish between 
him who was not, and him who proved 
himself to be a blasphemer. Is it not, 
said he*, written in your law, I said you 
are gods ? If he called them gods to whom 
the word of God was spoken, and the scrip- 
ture cannot be broken ; do you say of him 
whom the Father hath sanctified and sent in- 
to the world, thou blasphemes t t because I 
said I am the Son of God ? If I do not the 
works of my Father, believe me not ; but if 
I do, tho* you will not believe me, believe the 
works ; that you may know that the Father 
is in me, and I in the Father, It is the 
miracles which Jesus Christ MTOiight 
which stand in attestation of the truth of 

* John x. 34. xiv. 9. 



these declarations, and which secure the 
mind of the Christian against the very 
shadow of a doubt. They are so essenti- 
ally important, my Brethren, that in or- 
dering our faith they should never be dis- 
joined ; they are the two terms whose sum, 
in a moral light, absolutely involves the 
divinity of Jesus Christ. Like the pre- 
mises of a syllogistic argument, you may 
object to either member, but if you con- 
cede them, the comprehending conse- 
quence cannot be withheld, without a so- 
lecism in reasoning. For, my Brethren, 
you must clearly' perceive, that although 
man may thus positively assert, it is only 
God who can confirm by a miracle *; and 
therefore to suppose that the Deity would 
work a miracle to establish a lie, nay to 
sanction a blasphemy, is an idea which 
surely can never enter a sound understand- 
ing. 

It cannot be necessary for me here to 
go far into the account of the miracles of 

*- John ix. 31- 
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Jesus Christ, which are detailed in the 
gospels. The evangelists inform us, that 
it was to them he continually appealed, in 
arguing with the Jews, and in instructing 
the apostles ; they were works which no man 
had ever done, and they clearly proved him 
to be the accomplishment of the divine 
promise to Moses *: I will raise them up a 
prophet out of the midst of their brethren 
like to thee. 

I will just beg you to observe, that the 
miracles of Jesus were wrought in the pre- 
sence of an infinite number of persons; that 
they took place in the great city of Jerusa- 
lem, or in its immediate neighbourhood ; 
that Herod himself had heard of his fame, 
and was desirous of seeing him work a mi- 
racle ; and that they are recorded by pro- 
fane historians, as well as those we con- 
sider sacred. Porphyrius, a pagan, writesf: 
" It is exceeding wonderful what testi- 
" mony the gods do give of the singular 
" piety and sanctity of Jesus; for which 

* Deut. xxviii. 18. John v. 46. f L, de Laud. Phil. 
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" they avouch him rewarded with immorta- 
" lity." And the famous Jewish historian, 
Flavins Josephus, who witnessed the des- 
truction of Jerusalem, thus speaks of him, 
whilst describing those events which 
preceded that disaster of his country*. 
* ( There was at this time, one Jesus, a wise 
" man, if it be lawful to call him a man ; a 
" worker of most wonderful miracles, and 
" a master and teacher of all such men, as 
" willingly were content to embrace the 
" truth."t 

* Ant. lib, xviii, c. 7. 

f This passage has been contested by critics, but either 
Josephus mentioned our Saviour in his history or he did not. 
If he did, let any one produce a different passage from the 
one in dispute. If he did not such an affected silence about 
events, which had been so much divulged, and had occasion- 
ed so much conversation in the world, is mose expressive 
than a volume. He speaks about John the Baptist and St. 
James and why forget their master? " It was believed 
" among the Jews, he says, that the army of Herod was des. 
" troyed by the just vengeance of heaven, on account of John, 
" who was surnamed the Baptist. For the Te'trarch put him. 
" to death, though he was a most good man, employed in 
" exhorting the Jews to virtue, and in particular to piety and 

U 
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The miracles of Christ, to which I would 
particularly direct your attention, are the 
raising of Lazarus from death to life, after 
he had been, buried four days*, also the 
daughter of the ruler of the synagoguef, 
and the widow's son at the gate of the city 
of Nainvj;. Moreover the curing of the 
cripple, at the pool of Bethsaida in Jeru- 
salem , as also the man sick of the palsy |[, 
and the feeding of 5000 with five loaves and 
two ilshes*[. It was these miracles which 
stirred up the jealousy of the Jewish priests 
against Jesus Christ, and determined them 
in their malice, to destroy him. I might 
also lay a special stress on the great miracle 

" justice, as also to the purification of baptism," Joseph, lib. 
18- Ant. c. 7. If John was a good man our Saviour must 
have been the Messiah ; since he called himself his precursor, 
If Jesus was not God man, St. John must have been an 
impostor, &c. &c. Beheld the lumb of God, ^-c. Pliny also 
attests, what the primitive Christians thought on this head. 
In his loid Letter, to the Emperor Trajan, lie writes, "that 
" on certain days 'they were accustomed to meet before it 
" was lij^ht, and by turns, to sing psalms to Christ, as to 
" God." Lib x. 

* John xi. f Mark ix. J Luke vii. Johnv* 
| Mark ix. Matt. xiv. 
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of his own resurrection, attested by his 
guards and so many others*, but, my Bre- 
thren, the miracle which in my idea is the 
most striking to us, because always stand- 
ing and immediately under our own obser- 
vation, is the completion of his command 
to twelve poor mui, go and teach all na- 
tions, and the subsequent spread of Chris- 
tianity to every corner of the earth. Never 
had a king, in this world, so extensive and 
illustrious a dominion as Jesus of Naza- 
reth, King of the Jews, never was any 
standard triumphantly carried through so 
many nations as the standard of his cross. 
Wt preach Christ crucified^. 

* Matt, xxvii. 

f What, moreover, will infidel philosophers say to that 
widely diffused opinion of a universal conqueror springing 
from Judea, at a time, when the whole world was subject to 
the Roman power, and not a sword could be drawn in Asia, 
Africa, or Europe, without the permission of Csesar. Sue- 
tonius wntes, " an ancient and constant tradition had spread 
" over all the East, that by a decree of the fates, men com* 

" ing from Judea, should conquer the world. Percre- 

" buerat ORIENTE totoi^ws et constans opinio, esse in fatis, 
'** ut, Judsea profecti, rerum potirentur." 

U 2 
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Step forth, thc?n, ye miserable philoso- 
phers, come forth ye infidels, I summons 
you here before me ; behold the strong 
proofs on which the divinity of Jesus 
Christ is grounded. Talk not to us of 
your repugnance to miracles, talk not of 
difficulties jn submitting to the Christian 
faith, if after all, Jesus Christ were as you 
say, a mere man, and no God, I maintain 
this would be a greater miracle than any I 
have preached, and far more difficult for 
the understanding to admit, than the most 
sublime mystery of the Christian religion*. 

Tacitus also writes, " it was believed by many, that it had 
M been declared in some antient writings of priests, that at 
" that time, the East should become powerful, and that men 
44 from Judea should make themselves masters of the world." 

" Pluribus persuas'io in erat, antiquis sacerdotum libs is 
" contin* ri eo ipso tempore fore, ut valesceret OKJENS, pro- 
" fectique Judaea, rerum potirentur." 

* The argument of St. Austin for the divinity of Christ, 
against the Arian Bishop Maximin, is unanswerable. " Cla- 
** mour, he says, ae much as you please, about the Father 
" being greater, the Son less, the answer will be, but the 
*' greater and lesser are two. Yet it is not said, the Lord thy 
God the greater, is one Lord j but it is said, the Lord thy 
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The very possibility, then, I must deny, 
for it would completely unhinge every 
moral principle in man, dissolve every no- 
tion we entertain of the goodness, justice, 
and wisdom of God, and necessarily intro- 
duce that system of atheism which we 
know to be the child of antichristian in- 
fidelity*. 

Oli then, my fellow creatures, will ye 
oppose this mystery of divine goodness, of 
love and of mercy, merely because it is 
excessive ? Will ye throw it all back upon 
him and say, thou canst not have so much 
benignity in thy nature ? will ye consent 
that human reason remain puzzled and con- 
founded, rather than embrace with an 
humble and strong faith, this act of infi- 
nite wisdom and charity, which at once 
explains the whole providence of God 

" God, is one Lord. Neither is it said, there is no other equal 
" to me but there is no other but me: either therefore con- 
" fess that the Father and Son, are one Lord God, or openiy 
M deny that the Lord God is Christ." Chap, xxiii. p. 727. 
torn. 8, Edit- Ben. 

* Spirit of Controversy, p. 193, 



towards man ; and tends to glorify the 
Creator by exalting the creature ? Ye 
are the works of my hands, saith God, 
Can a woman forget her infant, so as not 
to have pity on the son of her womb ? 
and if she should forget, yet I will not 
forget thte*. Yes, he has verified this, he 
has loved you more than his only begot- 
ten Son, whom he delivered up to death, 
even the death of the cross, that you 
might have life and salvation through 
him. Wherefore, Brethren, embrace with 
love this incarnate God of charity, and 
henceforth consider well the high dignity 
to which your nature has been exalted. 
By its union with the Eternal Word, you 
are become the brethren and very members 
of Jesus Christ, the sons of God by adop- 
tion, and in that point of view you are ele- 
vaUcl above the angels and the choirs of 
cherubim ; all the glory with which Jesus 
Christ is honoured and distinguished must 

* Isaiah xlix* 15. 
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reflect on you. Never again shall he di- 
vest himself of that humanity, which he has 
assumed ; the homage of all creatures shall 
be for ever offered to him, as man as well 
as God, and thus our nature shall be glo- 
rified before that of all other beings. As 
he debased himself to the lowness of our 
humanity, our humanity in its turn is ex- 
alted to the level of his divinity, and 
placed for ever on the right hand. It is 
at this consideration that the church breaks 
forth, into this exclamation on the eve of 
Easter ; Oh happy fault ! oh fortunate siu 
of Adam, through which we have been co- 
vered with so much glory ! oh happy dis- 
grace which led to such an exaltation and 
honour. I cannot conclude this discourse 
better, than in the words of his enemy 
Rousseau. 

" The sanctity of the gospel speaks 

' to my soul; consider the writings of 

" philosophers with all their boast; how 

" trifling in comparison ! Is it possible 

" that a work, at the same time so sub- 
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" lime and simple, can be the work of 
" men? Is it possible that be, whose his- 
" tory it forms, can be no more than a 
" man himself? Do we there observe the 
" style of an enthusiast, or ambitious sec- 
" tary ? What sweetness ! what purity of 
1 manners ! what amiable grace in his 
" instructions ! how sublime his inax- 



' ims ! what profound wisdom in his 
"speeches! what presence of mind, what 
" propriety, what justness irj his answers ! 
" what a command over his passions ! 
" Where is the man, where is the philo- 
" sopher, who knows how to act, to suf- 
" fer, and to die without weakness, and 
" without ostentation ? When Plato draws 
" his imaginary just one, covered with all 
" the opprobrium of guilt, and worthy of 
'* every recompense of virtue, he exactly 
" describes Jesus Christ -The resem- 
i4 blance is so striking, that all the fathers 
" have noticed it, and it is not possible to 
<( be mistaken. How prejudiced, how blind 
" must he not be, who dares to draw a coin- 
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" parison between the son of Sophronisqua 
" and the Son of Mary ! How different is 
" one from the other ! Socrates dying 
" without grief, without ignominy, ea- 
'* sily supports his character to the last ; 
" and if his life had not been honoured 
" by this quiet death, we should doubt 
" if Socrates, with all his genius, was 
" more than a sophist. He invented, 
" they say, the doctrine of the duties 
" of common life. Others before had 
" practically taught it; he did no more 
" than put into the form of lessons 
" what they had exemplified. Aristides 
" had been just, before Socrates said 
" what justice was. Leonidas had died 
" for his country, before Socrates made 
" patriotism a virtue. Sparta had been 
" sober, before Socrates praised tempe- 
" ranee. Before he had defined virtue, 
" Greece abounded with virtuous men, 
" But where had Jesus learnt among the 
" antients this elevated and pure mora- 
" lity, of which he alone gave the lessons 
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" and example ? From the bosom of the 
" most furious fanaticism, the most sub- 
" lime wisdom made itself heard ; and the 
" simplicity of the most heroic virtues ho- 
" noured the most vile of all nations. The 
" death of Socrates, quietly philosophis- 
" ing with his friends, is the most agree- 
" able that can be desired ; that of Jesus 
<c expiring in torments, insulted, scoffed 
" at, and cursed by a whole people, is the 
" most horrible that can be conceived. 
c< Socrates taking the cup of poison, 
" blesses the man who presents it bathed 
" in tears ; Jesus in the midst of the most 
" cruel torments, prays for his bloody 
" executioners. Yes, if Socrates lived 
" and died like a philosopher, Jesus 
" lived and died like a God, Shall 
" we say that the history of the gos- 
" pel is nothing but an invention ? My 
" friend, we are not accustomed to work 
" such inventions ; and the facts relating 
" to Socrates, of which no one doubts, 
" are less attested than those of Jesua 
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" Christ. In short, it is evading without 
" destroying the difficulty ; it would be 
" less easy to conceive that several per- 
cc sons should have agreed to fabricate this 
" work, than that an individual should 
" have furnished the subject. Never did 
" any of the Jewish authors exhibit the 
cc same style, the same morality : and the 
" gospel has such grand, striking, and 
" inimitable marks of truth, that the in- 
" ventor would be more wonderful than 
" the hero."* 

* Emile. 
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